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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Western District of Kentucky granted final approval of a
$450,000 settlement resolving claims that Ray Jones Trucking and related defendants failed to pay
overtime wages under the Fair Labor Standards Act and Kentucky Wage and Hour Act. The court
conditionally certified a 54-member settlement class, found the settlement fair, reasonable, and
adequate, and approved attorney’s fees of $150,000, litigation costs of $4,571.10, and a $20,000
service award to the named plaintiff.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the proposed settlement class should be finally certified for purposes of settlement under
Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23

2. Whether the proposed settlement agreement is fair, reasonable, and adequate under Federal Rule of Civil
Procedure 23(e)

3. Whether plaintiff's requested attorney's fees, litigation costs, and service award should be approved

HOLDINGS

1. The Settlement Class satisfies the requirements of Rule 23(a) (numerosity, commonality, typicality, and
adequacy of representation) and Rule 23(b)(3) (predominance and superiority), and is conditionally
certified for purposes of settlement.

2. The settlement agreement is fair, reasonable, and adequate based on the Rule 23(e)(2) factors (adequacy
of representation, arm's-length negotiation, adequate relief, equitable treatment) and the Sixth Circuit
factors (risk of fraud/collusion, complexity, discovery, likelihood of success, counsel opinions, class
member reaction, public interest).

3. Attorney's fees of $150,000 are reasonable using the percentage-of-the-fund method, cross-checked by
the lodestar method.

4. Reimbursement of $4,571.10 in litigation costs is approved.

5. A service award of $20,000 to Plaintiff is approved.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Courts presume the absence of fraud or collusion in class action settlements unless there is evidence to the
contrary.”

“The Court considers the fact that not one class member objected to the settlement agreement to be most
persuasive”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff Samuel Back, a truck driver for Ray Jones Trucking, Inc., alleged that he and other similarly situated
employees were denied overtime compensation under the Fair Labor Standards Act and Kentucky Wage and
Hour Act. Ray Jones is a Kentucky corporation that transports commercial materials, including coal, within
Kentucky. The parties reached a settlement agreement after substantial discovery and motion practice.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff filed FLSA and KWHA overtime claims on behalf of himself and similarly situated truck drivers. The
Court conditionally certified a Rule 23 class and preliminarily approved a settlement agreement. The parties then
moved for final settlement approval and an award of attorney's fees, litigation costs, and a service award.
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