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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of the State of Hawaiʻi denied a petition for a writ of mandamus challenging an
order disqualifying counsel in a district court proceeding. The court held that the former representation
was substantially related to the litigation and that the former and present clients’ interests were
materially adverse, and it found no flagrant and manifest abuse of discretion.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the district court's order disqualifying counsel constituted a flagrant and manifest abuse of
discretion warranting a writ of mandamus.

2. Whether counsel's former representation was substantially related to the current litigation and whether
the former and present clients' interests were materially adverse under Hawaiʻi Rules of Professional
Conduct Rule 1.9(a).

HOLDINGS

1. The district court's order granting the motion to disqualify counsel did not amount to a flagrant and
manifest abuse of discretion; therefore, mandamus relief was denied.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The district court’s order granting the motion to disqualify counsel does not amount to a flagrant and
manifest abuse of discretion.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Counsel formerly represented Respondent Ridesmart Maui LLC in litigation substantially related to the current
litigation. Counsel's former and present clients had materially adverse interests in the underlying case. Based on
those circumstances, the district court granted a motion to disqualify counsel.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Petitioners filed a petition for writ of mandamus on August 19, 2025, arising from litigation in the District Court
of the Second Circuit. The district court granted a motion to disqualify counsel. The Hawaiʻi Supreme Court
denied mandamus relief, concluding that the disqualification order was not a flagrant and manifest abuse of
discretion.
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