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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee grants Defendants’ converted
motion for summary judgment and dismisses the action arising from Kelsey Wolfe’s fentanyl-overdose
death while incarcerated at the Cocke County Jail. The court rejects the individual-capacity, official-
capacity, Monell, failure-to-protect, and inadequate-medical-care claims, finding no evidence of a
constitutional violation or municipal liability. The court also grants summary judgment on any
intended state-law claims because the complaint did not adequately plead them.
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DISPOSITION dismissed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiffs brought a civil-rights action under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 arising
from Kelsey Wolfe's death while incarcerated at the Cocke County
Jail. Defendants moved for summary judgment, and the motion was
converted from a motion to dismiss.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Summary judgment is proper when the pleadings and evidence,
viewed in the light most favorable to the nonmoving party, show no
genuine dispute of material fact and the movant is entitled to judgment
as a matter of law. Once the movant supports the motion with



competent evidence, the nonmovant must identify specific facts
showing a genuine issue for trial.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unpublished federal district court memorandum and order; persuasive
rather than binding outside the case.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the individual defendants could be held liable in their individual capacities when the complaint
did not clearly specify individual-capacity claims and the record showed no personal involvement in the
alleged constitutional violations.

2. Whether the official-capacity claims against the sheriff, jail administrator, and captain were redundant
because Cocke County was also named as a defendant.

3. Whether Plaintiffs presented sufficient evidence to establish a municipal liability claim under Monell
based on failure to protect Wolfe from drugs or failure to provide adequate medical care.

4. Whether Plaintiffs stated or supported any Tennessee-law claims.

5. Whether summary judgment was appropriate on all claims.

HOLDINGS

1. The individual-capacity claims against Sheriff Fontes, Jail Administrator Hartsell, and Captain Schaff
must be dismissed because the course of proceedings did not provide fair notice that they were being
sued personally, and the record did not establish their personal involvement or active unconstitutional
conduct.

2. The official-capacity claims against the individual defendants are dismissed as redundant of the claims
against Cocke County.

3. Plaintiffs failed to establish a constitutional failure-to-protect violation or municipal liability based on
Wolfe's access to fentanyl and resulting overdose.

4. Cocke County was entitled to summary judgment because Plaintiffs failed to identify a county policy or
custom that was the moving force behind an underlying constitutional violation.



5. Plaintiffs failed to establish that Cocke County or its officers deliberately and recklessly disregarded
Wolfe's serious medical needs.

6. Any intended Tennessee-law claims fail because the complaint did not state the facts supporting a state-
law claim.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The plaintiff must also demonstrate that, through its deliberate conduct, the municipality was the ‘moving
force’ behind the injury alleged.” (Section III.A.3)

“Where a court fails to adhere to rigorous requirements of culpability and causation, municipal liability
collapses into respondeat superior liability.” (Section III.A.3)

“For the reasons set forth above, Defendants’ motion [Doc. 12] is GRANTED, and this action will be
DISMISSED.” (Section IV)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Kelsey Wolfe was incarcerated at the Cocke County Jail and had obtained trustee status, which involved less
supervision than ordinary inmate status. She reported feeling ill during the two days before her death, received
medical attention, and had a negative drug screen on the day of her death. Later that evening, she became
unresponsive in her cell; correctional officers attempted resuscitation and summoned emergency medical
assistance. Wolfe died from an accidental fentanyl overdose, and the investigation did not identify the source of
the drugs.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiffs filed an unverified complaint asserting claims under the Eighth and Fourteenth Amendments and
referencing Tennessee law. Defendants filed a converted motion for summary judgment supported by evidence.
The court concluded that Plaintiffs failed to produce evidence creating a genuine dispute of material fact or
establishing an underlying constitutional violation, granted summary judgment, and dismissed the action.

DISPOSITION

dismissed
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