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SUMMARY

The Appellate Division, Second Department, affirmed an order denying the Farmingdale Union Free
School District's motion for summary judgment in a negligent supervision action. The court held that
the School District did not establish prima facie that the infant plaintiff was adequately supervised or
that the accident occurred too quickly to have been prevented.
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DISPOSITION affirmed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The Farmingdale Union Free School District appealed from an order
denying its motion for summary judgment dismissing the negligent-
supervision claims against it.

STANDARD OF REVIEW On a motion for summary judgment, the movant must make a prima
facie showing of entitlement to judgment as a matter of law. If that
showing is not made, the sufficiency of the opposing papers is
immaterial.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Published New York Appellate Division decision; precedential within
the applicable New York judicial system.

PARTIES Farmingdale Union Free School District v. C.Q., individually and by
his mother
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the School District established prima facie that the infant plaintiff was adequately supervised at
the time of the accident.

2. Whether the School District established that the accident occurred in such a brief span of time that it
could not have been prevented.

3. Whether the School District was entitled to summary judgment dismissing the negligent-supervision
claims.

HOLDINGS

1. The School District was not entitled to summary judgment because it failed to establish prima facie that
the infant plaintiff was adequately supervised or that the accident occurred in such a short span of time
that it could not have been prevented.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The School District failed to establish, prima facie, that the infant plaintiff was adequately supervised at the
time of the accident, or that the incident occurred in such a short span of time that it could not have been
prevented” (at *1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The infant plaintiff was allegedly injured when he jumped or fell from the top step of a mock rock-climbing wall
on a school playground. He and his mother asserted a negligent-supervision claim against the Farmingdale
Union Free School District.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The infant plaintiff and his mother commenced an action for personal injuries against the School District and
another defendant. The Supreme Court, Nassau County, denied the School District's motion for summary
judgment, and the School District appealed. The Appellate Division affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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