SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

In re Amendments to Rules Regulating the Florida Bar (Biennial

Petition Housekeeping)

164 So. 3d 1217 (Fla. 2015) - No. SC14-2107 - Decided May 21, 2015

SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Florida adopts proposed housekeeping amendments to the Rules Regulating

The Florida Bar. The amendments include editorial updates, revisions to disciplinary procedures and

professional conduct rules, repeal of an emeritus specialist status rule, and creation of standards for

board certification in juvenile law. The amendments were made effective October 1, 2015, at 12:01

d.Im.
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1. Whether the Supreme Court of Florida should adopt The Florida Bar's proposed housekeeping

amendments to the Rules Regulating the Florida Bar.

2. Whether the proposed repeal, new certification rules, and amendments to existing Bar Rules should

become effective on the date specified by the Court.

HOLDINGS

1. The Supreme Court of Florida adopted the proposed amendments to the Rules Regulating the Florida
Bar, including new rules, amendments to existing rules, repeal of Rule 6-3.7, and creation of Subchapter

6-29 concerning board certification in juvenile law.

2. The adopted amendments became effective October 1, 2015, at 12:01 a.m.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“After fully considering the petition, the Court adopts these “housekeeping” amendments as proposed by the

Bar.” (opinion text before appendix)

“The amendments shall become effective on October 1, 2015, at 12:01 a.m.” (opinion text before appendix)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Florida Bar proposed editorial and housekeeping amendments to numerous Rules Regulating the Florida
Bar, updates reflecting prior amendments and longstanding practice, repeal of the emeritus specialist status rule,
and creation of standards for board certification in juvenile law. The Board of Governors approved the proposals,

and formal notice was published for public comment. The Court received no comments.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Florida Bar filed a biennial petition proposing housekeeping amendments, new rules, and repeal of an
existing rule. The Board of Governors approved the proposals, and notice was published in The Florida Bar
News. No comments were received, and the Supreme Court of Florida adopted the proposed amendments, with
one nonsubstantive revision, effective October 1, 2015.
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