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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the District of Idaho screened Damon Crist’s First Amended
Complaint under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1915(e)(2)(B) and 1915A. The court concluded that Crist failed to state
plausible claims for failure to protect, equal protection, or First Amendment retaliation, but granted
him 28 days to file a second amended complaint.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Initial screening of a prisoner's First Amended Complaint under 28
U.S.C. §§ 1915(e)(2)(B) and 1915A(b).

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court screened the complaint under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1915(e)(2)(B)
and 1915A(b), accepting well-pleaded factual allegations as true and
assessing whether they plausibly stated a claim under Federal Rule of
Civil Procedure 8(a)(2) and the pleading standards of Ashcroft v. Iqbal
and Bell Atlantic Corp. v. Twombly. The court liberally construed the
pro se pleading but disregarded conclusory allegations and allegations
lacking a sufficient factual or legal basis.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Crist plausibly stated a Fourteenth Amendment failure-to-protect claim against Deputy Miller
and an unidentified defendant.

2. Whether Crist plausibly stated an equal-protection claim based on his delayed transfer to less restrictive
housing.

3. Whether Crist plausibly stated First Amendment retaliation claims against Deputies Padlo, Love, Cirilo,
and Scruggs.

4. Whether Crist should be granted leave to file a second amended complaint after the First Amended
Complaint failed screening.

5. Whether Crist's motion to stay the action for 180 days should be granted.

HOLDINGS

1. Crist failed to plausibly allege that Miller or the unidentified defendant intentionally decided not to
address a substantial risk of serious harm arising from other inmates' access to his criminal-discovery
documents.

2. Crist failed to plausibly allege that Miller's response to his generalized fear of gang members constituted
objective deliberate indifference to a substantial risk of serious harm.

3. Crist failed to state an equal-protection claim because he did not plausibly allege that the other inmates
were similarly situated, that defendants acted with invidious discrimination, or that the differential
treatment lacked a rational basis.

4. Crist failed to state retaliation claims against Padlo, Love, and Cirilo because he did not plausibly allege
their knowledge of his protected conduct, a causal connection between that conduct and the housing
decisions, or the absence of legitimate penological reasons for those decisions.

5. Crist failed to state a retaliation claim against Scruggs because the complaint did not plausibly allege
that Scruggs lied about the attack video or acted because of Crist's protected conduct.

6. The court granted Crist 28 days to file a second amended complaint curing the identified deficiencies, or
alternatively to file a notice of voluntary dismissal.

7. The court denied Crist's motion to stay the case for 180 days.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A complaint fails to state a claim for relief under Rule 8 if the factual assertions in the complaint, taken as
true, are insufficient for the reviewing court plausibly “to draw the reasonable inference that the defendant is
liable for the misconduct alleged.””

“Therefore, a pretrial detainee complaining of unconstitutional conditions of detention must “prove more
than negligence but less than subjective intent—something akin to reckless disregard.””



“The causal nexus requirement of a retaliation claim is a “but-for” causation test.”

“Vague and conclusory allegations of official participation in civil rights violations are not sufficient to
withstand a motion to dismiss or to survive screening under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1915 and 1915A.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Crist was a pretrial detainee at the Ada County Jail and alleged that jail deputies retaliated against him for filing
civil-rights cases and using the grievance process. He remained in a more restrictive housing unit for
approximately a month and a half after two other inmates were transferred, later expressed a generalized fear of
gang members and career offenders to Deputy Miller, and was attacked by another inmate after other inmates
allegedly viewed criminal-discovery materials concerning him. Crist alleged that deputies failed to protect him,
delayed his housing transfer, and mishandled or falsified the investigation into the attack.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Clerk conditionally filed Crist's initial complaint because he was an inmate proceeding in forma pauperis.
Crist then filed a First Amended Complaint at Dkt. 10, asserting failure-to-protect, equal-protection, and First
Amendment retaliation claims under 42 U.S.C. § 1983. The court concluded that the First Amended Complaint
failed to state a claim, denied Crist's motion to stay, and granted him 28 days to file a second amended complaint
or voluntarily dismiss the action.
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