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SUMMARY

The Ohio Third District Court of Appeals affirmed Shawn R. Metzger’s convictions and sentences for

three counts of aggravated trafficking in drugs and one count of engaging in a pattern of corrupt

activity. The court addressed assignments of error concerning suppression of a cell phone,

impeachment of witnesses, sufficiency and weight of the evidence, acquittal, and expert-witness

qualification. In the portion provided, the court held that Metzger voluntarily abandoned the vehicle

and cell phone, leaving him without standing to challenge the warrantless seizure.
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affirmed

Metzger appealed his convictions and sentences following a jury trial
in the Allen County Court of Common Pleas. He challenged the denial
of his motion to suppress, limits on cross-examination, the sufficiency
and manifest weight of the evidence, denial of a Crim.R. 29 motion for
acquittal, and the qualification of a forensic scientist as an expert

witness.

Suppression rulings present mixed questions of law and fact: factual
findings are accepted if supported by competent, credible evidence,
while application of law to facts is reviewed de novo. Sufficiency of
the evidence and denial of a Crim.R. 29 motion are reviewed under
whether, viewing the evidence most favorably to the prosecution, any
rational trier of fact could find the essential elements proven beyond a
reasonable doubt. Manifest-weight review considers the entire record

and whether the factfinder clearly lost its way. Limits on impeachment



and qualification of an expert witness are reviewed for abuse of

discretion.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the trial court erred in denying Metzger's motion to suppress the cell phone seized from the

abandoned truck.

2. Whether the trial court improperly limited cross-examination concerning a confidential informant's later

unrelated criminal charges.

3. Whether the convictions for aggravated trafficking in drugs in Counts 1 and 2 were supported by legally

sufficient evidence.

4. Whether the convictions for aggravated trafficking in drugs in Counts 1 and 2 were against the manifest

weight of the evidence.

5. Whether the trial court erred in denying Metzger's Crim.R. 29 motion for acquittal on the engaging-in-a-

pattern-of-corrupt-activity count.

6. Whether the trial court abused its discretion by qualifying the State's forensic scientist as an expert

witness.

HOLDINGS

1. Metzger voluntarily abandoned the truck and its contents while fleeing from police, relinquishing any
reasonable expectation of privacy in the cell phone; therefore, he lacked standing to challenge its

warrantless seizure.

2. Even if Metzger had standing, the automobile exception permitted the warrantless search of the truck
because the narcotics dog's alert supplied probable cause, and the cell phone was lawfully seized under

the plain-view doctrine.

3. The trial court did not abuse its discretion by prohibiting cross-examination of an officer about a

confidential informant's later arrest for unrelated, unadjudicated offenses.

4. The evidence was legally sufficient to support Metzger's convictions on Counts 1 and 2 for aggravated

trafficking in drugs.

5. The convictions on Counts 1 and 2 were not against the manifest weight of the evidence.



6. The trial court properly denied Metzger's Crim.R. 29 motion because sufficient evidence supported his

conviction for engaging in a pattern of corrupt activity.

7. The trial court did not abuse its discretion by qualifying Kelsie Pestello as an expert in controlled-

substance analysis.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“As a result, we find that Metzger no longer retained a reasonable expectation of privacy with regards to the
cell phone left behind in that truck, and the trial court did not err in ruling that Metzger lacked standing to

challenge the warrantless seizure of the phone.” (9 46)

“Viewing the evidence presented in the light most favorable to the prosecution, we find that a rational trier of
fact could have found Metzger’s participation in, and therefore guilt of the crimes, proven beyond a
reasonable doubt.” (1 80)

“Accordingly, upon applying the relevant statutory definitions and case law to the facts presented in evidence
in this case, we find with regard to the fifth assignment of error that there was sufficient evidence presented at
trial, when viewed in a light most favorable to the prosecution, upon which any rational trier of fact could
have found the essential elements of Engaging in a Pattern of Corrupt Activity proven beyond a reasonable
doubt.” (1 105)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Law enforcement used confidential informants to conduct three controlled purchases of methamphetamine
involving Metzger in February 2024. Officers later tracked Metzger's truck with a warrant-authorized GPS
device; after Metzger fled a traffic stop and abandoned the truck, a trained narcotics dog alerted to the vehicle,
and officers found and seized a cell phone from the driver's-side floorboard. A warrant authorized extraction of
the phone's data, which yielded messages concerning drug sales and transactions. At trial, the State presented
testimony from officers, confidential informants, an alleged associate, forensic scientists, and other witnesses,

together with recordings, messages, and drug-testing evidence.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

An Allen County grand jury indicted Metzger on three counts of aggravated trafficking in drugs and one count of
engaging in a pattern of corrupt activity. The trial court denied his motion to suppress the seizure of his cell
phone, amended Count 2 to remove enhancing language, and conducted a four-day jury trial. The jury found
Metzger guilty, the trial court imposed consecutive and concurrent prison terms, and the Court of Appeals

affirmed, remanding only for execution of the judgment for appellate costs.
DISPOSITION

affirmed

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS



The cause was remanded to the trial court solely for execution of the judgment for appellate costs, and the clerk

was directed to certify the opinion and judgment entry as the mandate under App.R. 27.
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