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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the District of New Mexico denies defendants’ motions to dismiss
for lack of personal jurisdiction and their alternative requests to transfer the action to the Western
District of Texas. The court concludes that the plaintiff made a prima facie showing of specific
personal jurisdiction based on the defendants’ alleged provision of regional medical services to New
Mexico residents and that exercising jurisdiction is reasonable. The court also denies a motion to strike
and finds duplicative motions moot.

CASE DETAILS

COURT United States District Court for the District of New Mexico

WRITING FOR THE COURT Kenneth J. Gonzales

JURISDICTION United States District Court for the District of New Mexico

DECIDED February 13, 2026

DOCKET No. 2:25-cv-00557-KG-JHR

DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Defendants moved to dismiss the amended complaint for lack of
personal jurisdiction under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 12(b)(2),
or alternatively to transfer the action to the United States District
Court for the Western District of Texas under 28 U.S.C. § 1631. The
court denied the motions and denied as moot duplicative motions by
Tenet Hospitals; it also denied a motion to strike.

STANDARD OF REVIEW At the pleading stage, where the jurisdictional motion is decided on
affidavits and written materials without an evidentiary hearing, the
plaintiff need only make a prima facie showing of personal
jurisdiction, and factual disputes are resolved in the plaintiff's favor.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unknown
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the District of New Mexico had general personal jurisdiction over Dr. Kunam and Tenet
Hospitals.

2. Whether the defendants had sufficient minimum contacts with New Mexico to support specific personal
jurisdiction.

3. Whether exercising specific personal jurisdiction would offend traditional notions of fair play and
substantial justice.

4. Whether the action should be transferred to the Western District of Texas under 28 U.S.C. § 1631.

5. Whether Tenet Hospitals' duplicative motions to dismiss should be denied as moot and whether Dr.
Kunam's motion to strike should be denied.

HOLDINGS

1. The District of New Mexico lacks general personal jurisdiction over the defendants because Tenet
Hospitals is formed under Texas law with its principal place of business in Texas, Dr. Kunam resides and
practices in Texas, and the alleged operation of hospitals in New Mexico by Tenet Hospitals' parent
company does not make the defendants at home in New Mexico.

2. The District of New Mexico has specific personal jurisdiction over the defendants because Kaiser made
a prima facie showing that the defendants purposefully directed activities toward New Mexico residents
and that her injuries arose out of or related to those forum-directed activities.

3. Exercising specific personal jurisdiction over the defendants in New Mexico is reasonable and does not
offend traditional notions of fair play and substantial justice.

4. Transfer to the Western District of Texas under 28 U.S.C. § 1631 is unwarranted because the District of
New Mexico has personal jurisdiction over the defendants and there is no jurisdictional defect requiring
a transfer.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Taken as true at the pleading stage, these allegations establish the minimum contacts needed for specific
personal jurisdiction.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Kaiser sought treatment at Gila Regional Medical Center in Silver City, New Mexico, and was transferred
hospital-to-hospital by air ambulance to Tenet Hospitals' facility in El Paso, Texas, because southern New
Mexico was within the facility's service area. At the Texas facility, Dr. Kunam performed a procedure to place a
biliary drain, after which Kaiser developed neurological symptoms and an intracerebral hemorrhage. Kaiser



alleged that the defendants negligently failed to recognize, diagnose, and treat an impending stroke and that
Tenet Hospitals was vicariously liable for its employees' acts or omissions.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Christine Kaiser filed an amended complaint alleging negligent medical care by Vamsi Krishna Kunam and
Tenet Hospitals following her transfer from a New Mexico hospital to a Texas hospital. Defendants challenged
personal jurisdiction and sought alternative transfer. The District of New Mexico concluded that it lacked
general jurisdiction but had specific personal jurisdiction and declined to transfer the case.
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