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SUMMARY

The Mississippi Supreme Court reviewed and adopted the Mississippi Commission on Judicial
Performance’s recommendation concerning Justice Court Judge Charles L. Vess. The court found that
Vess engaged in willful misconduct and conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice by
threatening to use a gun on a defendant and making demeaning and disparaging remarks to the
defendant and the defendant’s mother. The court ordered a public reprimand, a 30-day suspension
without pay, a $1,100 fine, and $200 in costs.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE The Mississippi Commission on Judicial Performance filed a formal
complaint against Justice Court Judge Charles L. Vess. After the
parties entered a stipulation of agreed facts and proposed
recommendation, the Commission recommended discipline, and the
Mississippi Supreme Court conducted its constitutionally mandated
review.
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discipline in judicial-performance proceedings under Section 177A of
the Mississippi Constitution and the applicable Commission and
appellate rules.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Judge Vess's admitted conduct constituted willful misconduct in office and conduct prejudicial
to the administration of justice that brought the judicial office into disrepute under Section 177A of the
Mississippi Constitution.

2. Whether the Commission's recommended sanctions were proportionate to the misconduct and the
relevant aggravating and mitigating circumstances.

HOLDINGS

1. Judge Vess's threat to use a gun on a defendant and his disparaging, demeaning, and intimidating
treatment of the defendant and the defendant's mother constituted willful misconduct in office and
conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice that brought the judicial office into disrepute,
violating Section 177A of the Mississippi Constitution and Canons 1, 2(A), 3(B)(4), and 3(B)(5) of the
Code of Judicial Conduct.

2. The appropriate sanction was a public reprimand, a thirty-day suspension without pay, a $1,100 fine, and
assessment of $200 in costs.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“This Court, as the ultimate decision-maker in judicial performance cases, makes the final determination as
to the appropriate action to be taken when a judge has committed willful misconduct or conduct prejudicial to
the administration of justice that brings the judicial office into disrepute” (227 So. 3d at 956)

“To determine whether the recommended sanctions are proportionate to the offense, this Court applies a six-
factor test” (227 So. 3d at 957)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

While presiding over a justice-court criminal case, Judge Vess threatened that he might use his gun on the
defendant because the defendant repeatedly placed his hands in his pockets. After remanding the case to the file,
Vess questioned the defendant about drug use and made disparaging and demeaning remarks about the
defendant, the defendant's mother, and her parenting skills. Vess had previously been the subject of multiple
informal and formal disciplinary actions.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Commission charged Judge Vess with willful misconduct in office and conduct prejudicial to the
administration of justice under Section 177A of the Mississippi Constitution and several Canons of the Code of



Judicial Conduct. Vess did not answer the formal complaint but stipulated to the facts and violations and agreed
to the proposed sanctions. The Commission unanimously approved the recommendation and presented it to the
Mississippi Supreme Court, which accepted and imposed the recommended discipline.
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