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SUMMARY

The Maine Supreme Judicial Court affirmed the denial of John T. Roberts’s request for an abatement

of his 2001 property taxes. The court held that an unjust-discrimination claim must demonstrate

discriminatory valuation of the property as a whole, rather than disparity in the assessment of a single

component, and concluded that the Board’s findings were sufficient for appellate review.
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1. Whether a taxpayer may establish unjust discrimination in property taxation by showing a disparity in

the treatment of only one component of the property's assessment, without showing that the property's
total assessment was discriminatory.

2. Whether the Board of Appeals made findings sufficient to permit meaningful judicial review.

HOLDINGS

1. A taxpayer seeking to prove unjust discrimination must demonstrate that the property as a whole was
valued differently from comparable properties; a claim based only on one component of the total

assessment is insufficient.

2. The Board's record contained findings sufficient for appellate review.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Accordingly, a taxpayer seeking to prove unjust discrimination must demonstrate that his property, as a

whole, has been valued differently than other comparable properties.” (1 4)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

John T. Roberts owned a seasonal cottage in Southwest Harbor that the Town assessed at $1,573,300 for 2001.
The assessment divided the property into categories, including homesite, frontage, rear land, lot improvements,
and building. Roberts's unjust-discrimination claim focused solely on the value assigned to the Rear Land 2

component, which he alleged was assessed at a higher rate than comparable Rear Land 2 property elsewhere in
the Town.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Roberts sought an abatement of his 2001 property taxes before the Southwest Harbor Board of Appeals. The
Board denied relief. The Hancock County Superior Court, Hjelm, J., affirmed, and Roberts appealed to the
Supreme Judicial Court of Maine.
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