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SUMMARY

The Illinois Appellate Court, First District, reviews a circuit court order transferring a vehicle-accident
negligence action from Cook County to Lake County under the doctrine of forum non conveniens. The
court holds that the defendant failed to show that Cook County was inconvenient or that the private
and public interest factors strongly favored transfer. The appellate court reverses the transfer order.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the circuit court abused its discretion by granting defendant's forum non conveniens motion and
transferring the case from Cook County to Lake County.

2. Whether the private and public interest factors strongly favored transfer despite plaintiffs' choice to sue
in defendant's home county.

3. What weight should be given to modern technology, including electronic records, remote depositions,
and remote court appearances, in evaluating forum non conveniens factors.

HOLDINGS

1. The circuit court abused its discretion by finding that the balance of private and public interest factors
strongly favored transfer from Cook County to Lake County.

2. The private and public interest factors did not favor transfer, much less strongly favor transfer, because
defendant failed to establish meaningful inconvenience concerning the parties, evidence, witnesses,
compulsory process, or court congestion.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The defendant must show that the balance of interests “strongly favors” transfer.” (¶ 13)

“The plaintiff’s choice of forum still begins “in the lead.”” (¶ 16)

“Even if Lake County would be a sensible choice for a forum, and even if it might make more sense than Cook
County if the choice were ours, under no circumstances could we say that the balance of factors strongly
favors transfer to Lake so as to upset plaintiffs’ substantial right to choose a forum.” (¶ 70)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

In October 2021, Perry and Melanie Seilheimer were involved in a vehicle collision with Neils Olsen at an
intersection in unincorporated Lake County, Illinois. Olsen, who resided in Cook County, admitted that he was
distracted and entered the intersection out of turn; he pleaded guilty to failing to reduce speed to avoid an
accident. The Seilheimers lived in Lake County, and Perry underwent shoulder surgery and received medical
treatment there.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiffs sued defendant in the Circuit Court of Cook County for injuries arising from a vehicle collision in
Lake County. The circuit court granted defendant's motion to transfer under forum non conveniens, finding that
the private and public interest factors strongly favored Lake County. The Illinois Appellate Court granted
plaintiffs' timely petition for review, reversed the transfer order, and remanded for further proceedings.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS



The cause was remanded to the Circuit Court of Cook County for further proceedings; the opinion provided no
more specific instructions.
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