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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Western District of Washington grants the parties’ stipulated
motion concerning the standard of review in Zeyu Wang’s ERISA action for long-term disability
benefits. The court agrees to employ de novo review if the matter proceeds to trial.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff brought an ERISA action seeking long-term disability
benefits. The parties filed a stipulated motion requesting that the court
apply de novo review if the matter proceeds to trial.

STANDARD OF REVIEW De novo review if the matter proceeds to trial, pursuant to the parties'
stipulation.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Nonprecedential trial-court order
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ERISA insurance civil procedure

QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the court should accept the parties' stipulation that de novo review would apply if the matter
proceeds to trial.

HOLDINGS

1. The court granted the parties' stipulated motion and agreed to employ a de novo standard of review if the
matter proceeds to trial.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The Court GRANTS the parties’ stipulated motion.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Zeyu Wang brought an action under ERISA to recover long-term disability benefits that Hartford Life and
Accident Insurance Co. had denied. The parties disagreed about the appropriate standard for reviewing the
record. They ultimately stipulated that the court would employ de novo review if the case proceeded to trial.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Wang filed an ERISA claim against Hartford for denied long-term disability benefits. The parties identified a
dispute regarding the applicable standard of review, and the court set a briefing schedule. The parties then jointly
stipulated to de novo review for any trial, which the court granted.
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