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SUMMARY

The Third District Court of Appeal of Florida affirmed the circuit court’s decision in Jamie Knowles’s
appeal under Florida Rule of Appellate Procedure 9.141(b)(2). The court relied on precedent and
Florida statutes concerning the applicable law for criminal offenses and punishments, second-degree
murder, firearm-based felony reclassification, and sentencing.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the statutes in effect when the crime was committed governed the offenses for which Knowles
could be convicted and the punishments that could be imposed.

2. Whether the applicable 2014 Florida statutes authorized the degree of offense and punishment at issue.



HOLDINGS

1. The statutes in effect at the time of commission of the crime control the offenses for which the
perpetrator may be convicted and the punishments that may be imposed.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“It is firmly established law that the statutes in effect at the time of commission of a crime control as to the
offenses for which the perpetrator can be convicted, as well as the punishments which may be imposed.”

“A person who has been convicted of any other designated felony may be punished . . . for a life felony
committed on or after July 1, 1995, by a term of 2 imprisonment for life or by imprisonment for a term of
years not exceeding life imprisonment.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The opinion does not recite the underlying factual circumstances of the offense. It indicates that the appeal
concerned the offenses and punishment applicable to Knowles under Florida statutes in effect at the time of the
crime, including second-degree murder and firearm-related felony reclassification provisions.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Jamie Knowles appealed from a decision of the Circuit Court for Miami-Dade County. The Third District Court
of Appeal affirmed the lower court's disposition, relying on the law in effect when the offense was committed
and the applicable 2014 Florida sentencing statutes.
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