UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF

LOUISIANA

Johnell Williams, Individually and on Behalf of the Estate of Johnell

Walker v. Jefferson Parish, et al.

Williams v. Jefferson Parish - No. 22-3971 - Decided March 25, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana granted Sheriff Joseph P.

Lopinto's motion for summary judgment in claims arising from an inmate's fatal drug overdose at the

Jefferson Parish Correctional Center. The court held that the plaintiff failed to establish an underlying

constitutional violation supporting official-capacity liability under 42 U.S.C. § 1983, and dismissed

the related Louisiana survival and wrongful-death claims with prejudice.
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Defendant Sheriff Joseph P. Lopinto, III moved for summary judgment
on the remaining official-capacity claims under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 and
Louisiana law. The court considered the motion on the briefs and

granted it.

Summary judgment is proper when the record, viewed in the light
most favorable to the nonmovant, shows no genuine dispute of
material fact and the movant is entitled to judgment as a matter of law.
After the movant shows an absence of evidence supporting the
nonmovant's claim, the nonmovant must identify specific facts

showing a genuine issue for trial.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the plaintiff presented evidence of an underlying Eighth Amendment violation sufficient to

support official-capacity claims for failure to protect, train, supervise, or discipline under 42 U.S.C. §
1983.

2. Whether the alleged failure to detect drugs smuggled into the jail, or a deputy's violation of jail policy,
constituted deliberate indifference under the Eighth Amendment.

3. Whether the Louisiana survival and wrongful-death claims could proceed when they were predicated on

the failed underlying § 1983 claim and the prisoner's own willful act.

HOLDINGS

1. The official-capacity claims against Sheriff Lopinto fail because the plaintiff did not establish an
underlying constitutional violation. A public entity cannot be liable under § 1983 for inadequate training,

supervision, or discipline absent a constitutional violation caused by an official policy or custom.

2. The plaintiff did not establish an Eighth Amendment violation based on Walker's voluntary ingestion of

narcotics or the jail's failure to detect drugs smuggled into the facility.

3. A deputy's possible violation of jail policy, without more, did not rise to the level of deliberate
indifference or establish a constitutional violation actionable under § 1983.

4. The plaintiff's survival and wrongful-death claims were dismissed because their viability was predicated
on the failed underlying § 1983 claim, and Louisiana law does not impose liability for injuries

attributable to the prisoner's own willful act under the circumstances presented.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“To state a Monell claim, the plaintiff must allege 1) that the municipality’s training, supervisory, or
disciplinary policies or practices were inadequate, 2) that the municipality was deliberately indifferent in
adopting the deficient policies, and 3) that the inadequate training, supervisory, or disciplinary policies

directly caused the violation in question.”

“There is no dispute that Walker willingly ingested the drugs that led to his overdose. He cannot claim that
the mere fact that drugs were smuggled into the prison somehow incapacitated him from exercising “ordinary

responsibility for his own welfare.””

“Violations of prison rules do not alone rise to the level of constitutional violations, and therefore, such
claims are not actionable under § 1983.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND



Johnell Walker was housed at the Jefferson Parish Correctional Center when he overdosed on narcotics
smuggled into the facility by another inmate. Walker had willingly ingested the drugs, and his death was ruled an
accidental overdose. Although an on-duty deputy may have left his assigned post earlier in the day, the record
indicated that he was back at the post when Walker was discovered, and deputies promptly administered CPR

until emergency medical personnel arrived. The jail had policies and procedures intended to prevent contraband
from entering the facility.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The plaintiff brought claims arising from Johnell Walker's death while housed at the Jefferson Parish
Correctional Center. The remaining claims were against Sheriff Lopinto in his official capacity for failure to
protect, supervise, and train, as well as Louisiana survival and wrongful-death claims. The court granted Sheriff

Lopinto's motion for summary judgment and dismissed all remaining claims with prejudice.
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