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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Iowa reviewed the dismissal of a medical malpractice and wrongful death
action as barred by the statute of limitations. The court held that fraudulent concealment operates as
equitable estoppel and that a genuine issue of material fact existed regarding the physician's alleged
concealment, requiring reversal as to the physician and employer but affirmance as to the hospital. The
court also held that minor children's loss-of-parental-consortium claims are governed by the minor-
specific limitations period in Iowa Code section 614.1(9)(b).
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether fraudulent concealment in a medical-malpractice case is governed by the equitable-estoppel
doctrine and, if so, whether genuine issues of material fact precluded summary judgment for Dr. Miulli
and his employer.

2. Whether the hospital could be estopped from asserting the medical-malpractice statute of limitations
absent evidence that it made a misrepresentation or concealed material facts.

3. Whether Iowa Code section 614.1(9)(b), rather than section 614.1(9)(a) or section 614.8(2), governs
minor children's loss-of-parental-consortium claims arising from a parent's death.

HOLDINGS

1. Fraudulent concealment is a form of equitable estoppel, not a modification of the statutory limitations
period or a discovery rule. Section 614.1(9) does not restrict the showing required for fraudulent
concealment; a plaintiff may rely on equitable estoppel if the defendant's affirmative misrepresentations
or concealment induced reasonable reliance and delayed suit.

2. Summary judgment was improper on the wrongful-death and loss-of-spousal-consortium claims against
Dr. Miulli and Koontz P.C. because genuine issues of material fact existed regarding affirmative
concealment, Christy's reasonable reliance, and when she should have discovered the alleged fraud.

3. The hospital was entitled to summary judgment on the wrongful-death and loss-of-spousal-consortium
claims because Christy identified no misrepresentation or concealment by the hospital that could support
equitable estoppel.

4. Iowa Code section 614.1(9)(b) governs loss-of-parental-consortium claims brought on behalf of minors,
including claims arising from a deceased parent's alleged malpractice. The children's claims were timely
because they were under eight when the alleged occurrence happened and under ten when suit was filed.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Under this view, fraudulent concealment does not affect the running of the statutory limitations period;
rather, it estops a defendant from raising a statute-of-limitations defense.” (at 701)

“It should not matter what particular fact is concealed so long as the defendant's conduct prevents the timely
filing of the claim and the other prerequisites for equitable estoppel are established.” (at 702)

“The child's claim should be governed by the statute of limitations applicable to minors.” (at 706)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND



Dr. Daniel Miulli performed a brain biopsy on Daniel Hocker on September 21, 1998. Hocker suffered a brain
hemorrhage during the procedure and died on September 28, 1998; Miulli nevertheless recorded that the
procedure was without complication and attributed the death to viral encephalitis. Miulli repeated those
representations to Hocker's wife, Joyce Christy, including after a medical-board investigation began. In July
2001, Christy learned from an anesthesiologist that the bleeding was related to the biopsy site, and she filed suit
in August 2001.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Christy filed suit approximately three years after her husband's death, alleging that Dr. Miulli's
misrepresentations fraudulently concealed the cause of death. The district court granted defendants' summary
judgment motions, concluding that the claims were untimely and that the minor children's claims were not
governed by the extended limitations period for minors. The Iowa Supreme Court affirmed dismissal of the
claims against the hospital, reversed summary judgment for Dr. Miulli and Koontz P.C. on the wrongful-death
and spousal-consortium claims, reversed dismissal of the children's claims, and remanded.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

Remand for further proceedings. The hospital's summary judgment on the wrongful-death and loss-of-spousal-
consortium claims remains affirmed. The claims against Dr. Miulli and Koontz P.C. proceed subject to factual
determination of fraudulent concealment and equitable estoppel. The children's loss-of-parental-consortium
claims proceed as timely under section 614.1(9)(b).
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