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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Texas held that a city charter's “sue and be sued” provision did not waive

governmental immunity from suits seeking monetary damages. The Court also held that governmental

entities may be sued for injunctive relief to remedy alleged violations of the Texas Constitution. The

Court reversed and ordered dismissal of the monetary claims, while affirming remand of the

constitutional claims for injunctive relief.
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The City filed an interlocutory appeal from the trial court's denial of its
plea to the jurisdiction. The Supreme Court of Texas granted the City's

petition for review.

The court reviewed the denial of the City's plea to the jurisdiction in

an interlocutory appeal.
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1. Whether a city-charter provision stating that the City may sue and be sued waives governmental

immunity from suit for monetary damages.

2. Whether governmental entities may be sued directly for injunctive relief to remedy alleged violations of

the Texas Constitution.

3. Whether the plaintiffs' constitutional claims for injunctive relief had to be dismissed because they were

brought against the City rather than individual officials.

HOLDINGS

1. A sue-and-be-sued provision in a city charter does not, by itself, constitute an unambiguous waiver of

governmental immunity from suit for monetary damages.

2. Governmental entities may be sued for injunctive relief to remedy violations of the Texas Constitution.

KEY QUOTATIONS

x4

sue and be sued” provisions in city charters do not waive immunity from suit for monetary damages”
“governmental entities may be sued for injunctive relief under the Texas Constitution.”

“We therefore reverse the part of the court of appeals’ judgment that affirmed denial of the City’s plea to the

jurisdiction as to the claims for monetary relief.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Three police officers resigned from the City of Elsa's police force after a local news station reported that they
had left following positive drug tests. The officers alleged that the City improperly disclosed medical
information and other confidential information and violated their privacy and constitutional rights. They sought

monetary damages as well as equitable and injunctive relief.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Former City of Elsa police officers sued the City for alleged improper disclosure of medical and confidential
information, asserting statutory and Texas constitutional claims and seeking monetary, equitable, and injunctive
relief. The trial court denied the City's plea to the jurisdiction. The court of appeals affirmed the denial as to the
statutory claims, reversed and remanded as to the constitutional claims, and held that monetary relief was
unavailable but that the plaintiffs could seek equitable relief. The Supreme Court reversed the portion concerning

monetary relief and ordered those claims dismissed, while affirming the remand of the injunctive-relief claims.
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REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The claims for monetary relief were ordered dismissed. The portion of the court of appeals' judgment remanding

the claims for injunctive relief to the trial court was affirmed.
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