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SUMMARY

The Fifteenth Court of Appeals of Texas dismissed Robert Edward Battaile’s petition for writ of
mandamus for lack of jurisdiction. The court held that Battaile had not shown the requested relief was
necessary to enforce the court’s jurisdiction and that the court was not authorized to issue mandamus
against the City of Manor officials named as respondents. The petition concerned alleged violations of
the Texas Open Meetings Act.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Fifteenth Court of Appeals had jurisdiction to issue writs of mandamus against City of
Manor officials to compel compliance with the Texas Open Meetings Act.

2. Whether the requested mandamus relief was necessary to enforce the jurisdiction of the court of appeals.

HOLDINGS

1. The Fifteenth Court of Appeals was not authorized to issue writs of mandamus against the city officials
named by Battaile.

2. The petition for writ of mandamus was dismissed for lack of jurisdiction.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Consequently, we lack jurisdiction to issue the writs of mandamus requested by Battaile.”

“We dismiss relator’s petition for writ of mandamus for lack of jurisdiction.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Robert Edward Battaile sought mandamus relief against the mayor, secretary, and city manager of the City of
Manor and the chair of the City's Charter Review Commission. He claimed that the officials should be
compelled to comply with the Texas Open Meetings Act. The court of appeals determined that the requested
writs were not necessary to enforce its jurisdiction and that it lacked authority to issue mandamus against the city
officials.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Battaile filed a petition for writ of mandamus in the Fifteenth Court of Appeals against various City of Manor
officials. The court concluded that it lacked jurisdiction because the requested relief was not necessary to enforce
the court's jurisdiction and the court was not authorized to issue mandamus against the city officials. The petition
was dismissed for lack of jurisdiction.

DISPOSITION

dismissed
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