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SUMMARY

The Texas Court of Appeals for the Second Appellate District considers Mother’s appeal from an order
terminating her parental rights to E.M. and appointing the Department of Family and Protective
Services as permanent managing conservator. Mother challenged the legal and factual sufficiency of
the evidence supporting the constructive-abandonment, failure-to-comply-with-court-order, and best-
interest findings. The court concluded that the evidence was sufficient to support at least one conduct
finding and the best-interest finding and affirmed the trial court’s judgment.
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DISPOSITION affirmed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Mother appealed the order terminating her parental rights to E.M. and
appointing the Department of Family and Protective Services as the
child's permanent managing conservator. She challenged the legal and
factual sufficiency of the evidence supporting findings under Texas
Family Code section 161.001(b)(1)(N) and (O) and the best-interest
finding under section 161.001(b)(2).

STANDARD OF REVIEW Termination of parental rights requires clear and convincing evidence
of at least one statutory predicate ground and that termination is in the
child's best interest. Legal sufficiency is reviewed in the light most
favorable to the finding, disregarding contrary evidence that a
reasonable factfinder could disbelieve; factual sufficiency requires an
exacting review of the entire record while deferring to the factfinder's
credibility determinations. The appellate court asks whether the



factfinder could reasonably form a firm belief or conviction as to the
predicate ground and best interest.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether legally and factually sufficient evidence supported termination under Texas Family Code
section 161.001(b)(1)(O) for failure to comply with a court order specifically establishing the actions
necessary to obtain E.M.'s return.

2. Whether legally and factually sufficient evidence supported the finding that termination of Mother's
parental rights was in E.M.'s best interest under Texas Family Code section 161.001(b)(2).

3. Whether legally and factually sufficient evidence supported the section 161.001(b)(1)(N) constructive-
abandonment finding.

HOLDINGS

1. The evidence was legally and factually sufficient to establish the existence of a court order specifically
setting out the actions necessary for Mother to obtain E.M.'s return and to support termination under
section 161.001(b)(1)(O).

2. The evidence was legally and factually sufficient to support the finding that termination of Mother's
parental rights was in E.M.'s best interest.

3. The court did not reach the challenge to the subsection (N) finding because the subsection (O) finding,
together with the best-interest finding, independently supported termination.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Accordingly, we conclude that the evidence is legally and factually sufficient to satisfy Subsection (O)’s
court-order requirement, and we thus conclude and hold that the evidence is legally and factually sufficient to
support the trial court’s Subsection (O) finding.” (23-24)

“Viewing the evidence under the appropriate standards of review and considering the Holley factors, we
conclude and hold that the evidence is legally and factually sufficient to support the trial court’s best-interest
finding.” (28-29)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND



E.M. was removed from his maternal grandparents' home after evidence of drug use and exposure in the home,
and he subsequently tested positive for several drugs. Mother had an extensive history of drug possession,
incarceration, parole and probation, continued drug use, missed drug tests, and failure to complete required
services. She had not visited E.M. in person since January 2020 and had been inconsistent with virtual visits.
E.M. had lived with his maternal uncle and the uncle's longtime partner since April 2020, where he was bonded,
stable, and had substantial improvements in speech and motor skills.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Department removed E.M. from his grandparents' home and filed suit seeking conservatorship and
termination of both parents' rights. After a bench trial, the trial court found by clear and convincing evidence that
termination of Mother's parental rights was supported by the constructive-abandonment and failure-to-comply-
with-court-order grounds and was in E.M.'s best interest. The court terminated Mother's and Father's parental
rights and appointed the Department permanent managing conservator. Mother timely appealed; the court of
appeals affirmed based on the subsection (O) and best-interest findings and did not reach the subsection (N)
issue.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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