UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF IDAHO

Brooke Rose S. v. Commissioner of Social Security

Brooke Rose S. - No. 1:24-cv-00584-REP - Decided April 23, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the District of Idaho reviewed Brooke Rose S.'s challenge under

42 U.S.C. § 405(g) to the denial of Social Security disability insurance benefits and supplemental

security income. The court held that the Administrative Law Judge adequately evaluated Dr. Hicks's

medical opinion under the supportability and consistency factors and that the residual functional

capacity determination was supported by substantial evidence, including the omission of a specific

neck-flexion limitation.
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affirmed

Plaintiff sought judicial review under 42 U.S.C. § 405(g) of the
Commissioner's final decision denying her applications for disability

insurance benefits and supplemental security income.

The Commissioner's decision is upheld if supported by substantial
evidence and based on proper legal standards. The court reviews the
record as a whole, may not substitute its judgment for the ALJ's where
the evidence permits more than one rational interpretation, and

reverses for legal error.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the ALJ properly evaluated the supportability and consistency of Dr. Laurence Hicks's medical
opinion under 20 C.F.R. § 404.1520c.

2. Whether the ALJ's residual functional capacity determination was supported by substantial evidence

despite omitting a specific neck-flexion limitation.

3. Whether the ALJ improperly relied on lay interpretation of Plaintiff's MRI results.

HOLDINGS

1. The ALJ properly evaluated Dr. Hicks's opinion by addressing both supportability and consistency, and

substantial evidence supported the finding that the opinion was unpersuasive.

2. The ALJ's residual functional capacity determination was supported by substantial evidence, and the
ALJ was not required to include a specific neck-flexion limitation that no medical professional had

proposed and supported.

3. The ALJ did not improperly interpret raw MRI data; any alleged error was harmless because the RFC

determination was independently supported by substantial evidence.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The ALJ validly considered Dr. Hicks’s own treatment notes in her supportability analysis, because those

notes formed the basis of Dr. Hicks’s opinion.” (AR 26)

“The ALJ chose to account for Plaintiff s neck impairments with other limitations in her RFC that were better
rooted in the relevant evidence.” (AR 22, 24-27)

“IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the decision of the Commissioner is AFFIRMED, that Plaintiff's Complaint
for Review of a Social Security (Dkt. 1) is DENIED, and this action is DISMISSED in its entirety, with

prejudice.” (Conclusion)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff alleged disability based on multiple impairments, including cervical degenerative disc disease, chronic
pain syndrome, temporomandibular joint disorder, endometriosis and related conditions, and a right knee
condition. The ALJ found that Plaintiff had not engaged in substantial gainful activity, had severe impairments,
did not meet a listed impairment, and retained a restricted sedentary residual functional capacity. The ALJ found
that Plaintiff could not perform past relevant work but could perform other jobs existing in significant numbers

in the national economy.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff filed Title IT and Title XVI applications alleging disability beginning January 1, 2017. The claims were
denied initially and on reconsideration; following a March 14, 2024 hearing, the ALJ denied benefits on April



23, 2024. The Appeals Council denied review on October 8, 2024, making the ALIJ's decision final. Plaintiff then
filed this action, and the district court affirmed the Commissioner's decision and dismissed the complaint with
prejudice.
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