UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Ghayoori v. Sultanate of Oman

Ghayoori - No. Civil Action No. 24-cv-3639 (JMC) - Decided January 7, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the District of Columbia denied Ramin Ghayoori's motion for
default judgment against the Sultanate of Oman and dismissed the action for lack of subject-matter
jurisdiction. The court held that Oman was not designated as a state sponsor of terrorism when the
alleged detention occurred and that the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act's tort exception did not

apply because the alleged injury occurred in Oman.
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DISPOSITION dismissed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff moved for entry of default judgment and sought $65 million

in damages after the Clerk entered default when the Sultanate of Oman
failed to respond or appear. The court denied the motion for lack of

subject matter jurisdiction and dismissed the action.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court independently determined whether subject matter
jurisdiction existed; under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 12(h)(3),
the court was required to dismiss upon determining that it lacked

subject matter jurisdiction.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act's terrorism exception under 28 U.S.C. § 1605A supplied
subject matter jurisdiction over Ghayoori's claims against Oman.

2. Whether the FSIA exception for personal injury occurring in the United States under 28 U.S.C. §
1605(a)(5) supplied subject matter jurisdiction.

3. Whether default judgment could be entered when the court lacked subject matter jurisdiction.

HOLDINGS

1. The terrorism exception in 28 U.S.C. § 1605A did not apply because Oman was not designated as a state

sponsor of terrorism at the time of the alleged unlawful act.

2. The personal-injury tort exception in 28 U.S.C. § 1605(a)(5) did not apply because the alleged tort and

injury occurred in Oman rather than in the United States.

3. Default judgment could not be entered because the court lacked subject matter jurisdiction over the
claims.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act “affords the sole basis for obtaining jurisdiction over a foreign state

in United States courts.”” (at 1)

“Because the Court has “determine[d] . . . that it lacks subject-matter jurisdiction,” Fed. R. Civ. P. 12(h)(3),
the action is DISMISSED.” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Ghayoori alleged that Oman detained him for a little less than two weeks in an Omani detention facility. He
asserted that the detention violated the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act, international law, the Convention
Against Torture, and the Vienna Convention. The alleged detention, tort, and injury occurred in Oman, and
Oman was not designated as a state sponsor of terrorism in 2024 or at the time of the alleged detention.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Ghayoori filed suit against the Sultanate of Oman alleging violations of the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act,
international law, the Convention Against Torture, and the Vienna Convention arising from his detention in

Oman. Oman did not respond or appear, and the Clerk entered default. The court considered Ghayoori's motion
for default judgment and dismissed the case because neither asserted FSIA exception established subject matter

jurisdiction.
DISPOSITION
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