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SUMMARY

The Florida Third District Court of Appeal affirmed the county court’s judgment in an appeal
concerning the preservation of a challenge to the trial court’s failure to make required factual findings
and an attorney-fee award. The court held that the issues were not preserved through a timely motion
for rehearing and cited the competent, substantial evidence standard for reviewing attorney-fee
awards.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the appellants preserved a challenge to the trial court's failure to make required findings of fact
by raising the issue in a motion for rehearing.

2. Whether the attorney-fee award was supported by competent, substantial evidence.

HOLDINGS

1. A challenge to the trial court's failure to make required findings of fact in the final judgment must be
raised in a motion for rehearing to be preserved for appeal.

2. An attorney-fee award will be upheld on appeal when supported by competent, substantial evidence.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“To preserve for appeal a challenge to the failure of the trial court to make required findings of fact in the
final judgment, a party must raise that issue in a motion for rehearing under this rule.” (at 2)

“The key to preservation is whether the trial court had an opportunity to correct the purported error.” (at 2)

“An award of attorney’s fees will be upheld on appeal so long as it is supported by competent, substantial
evidence.” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The opinion contains no substantive factual background beyond the existence of an appeal from a county court
judgment. The issues referenced by the court concern the preservation of a challenge to required findings of fact
and the evidentiary support for an attorney-fee award.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The appellants appealed a County Court for Miami-Dade County judgment. The Third District Court of Appeal
affirmed, citing preservation requirements for challenges to required findings of fact and the competent-
substantial-evidence standard applicable to attorney-fee awards.
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