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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Ohio held that applying 2007 Am.Sub.S.B. No. 10's sex-offender registration
requirements to defendants who committed sex offenses before the law's enactment violates Section
28, Article II of the Ohio Constitution, which prohibits retroactive laws. The court concluded that the
expanded registration and reporting obligations were punitive and imposed new burdens on past
conduct. It reversed the appellate judgment and remanded for resentencing under the law in effect
when Williams committed the offense.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Williams pleaded guilty to unlawful sexual contact with a minor and
appealed the imposition of sex-offender registration requirements
under 2007 Am.Sub.S.B. No. 10. The Supreme Court of Ohio accepted
his discretionary appeal from the court of appeals' judgment affirming
the trial court.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court applied Ohio's two-part retroactivity analysis: whether the
General Assembly expressly made the statute retroactive and, if so,
whether the statute is substantive or remedial.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether 2007 Am.Sub.S.B. No. 10, when applied to defendants who committed sex offenses before its
enactment, violates Section 28, Article II of the Ohio Constitution, which prohibits retroactive laws.

2. Whether the increased registration and reporting requirements imposed by S.B. 10 are substantive and
punitive rather than remedial for purposes of Ohio's retroactivity analysis.

3. Whether S.B. 10 also violates the Ex Post Facto Clause of the United States Constitution.

HOLDINGS

1. 2007 Am.Sub.S.B. No. 10, as applied to defendants who committed sex offenses before its enactment,
violates Section 28, Article II of the Ohio Constitution because it imposes new or additional burdens,
duties, obligations, or liabilities as to a past transaction.

2. The court did not decide whether S.B. 10 also violates the Ex Post Facto Clause of the United States
Constitution because its holding under the Ohio Constitution resolved the case.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“When we consider all the changes enacted by S.B. 10 in aggregate, we conclude that imposing the current
registration requirements on a sex offender whose crime was committed prior to the enactment of S.B. 10 is
punitive.” (¶ 21)

“We conclude that S.B. 10, as applied to Williams and any other sex offender who committed an offense prior
to the enactment of S.B. 10, violates Section 28, Article II of the Ohio Constitution, which prohibits the
General Assembly from enacting retroactive laws.” (¶ 23)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Williams committed an unlawful sexual contact offense involving a minor before the enactment of S.B. 10 and
pleaded guilty in November 2007. During the plea colloquy, the trial court twice stated that his conviction would
not subject him to sex-offender reporting requirements. At sentencing after S.B. 10 became effective, Williams
was automatically designated a Tier II sex offender and subjected to in-person registration in multiple counties,
periodic address verification, and 25 years of registration.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Williams was indicted in November 2007 and pleaded guilty. The trial court denied his motion to be sentenced
under the sex-offender-registration law in effect when he committed the offense, designated him a Tier II sex
offender under S.B. 10, and imposed registration and verification requirements. The Twelfth District Court of
Appeals affirmed, holding that S.B. 10 did not violate Ohio's constitutional prohibition against retroactive laws.
The Supreme Court of Ohio reversed and remanded for resentencing under the law in effect when Williams
committed the offense.



DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

Remand for resentencing under the law in effect at the time Williams committed the offense.
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