UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARIZONA

Jorge Pedroza Rodriguez v. Kristi Noem, et al.

No. CV-26-00481-PHX-KML (JFM), United States District Court for the District of Arizona (January 29, 2026)

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the District of Arizona granted Jorge Pedroza Rodriguez’s habeas
petition challenging his immigration detention. The court ordered respondents to provide a bond
redetermination hearing within seven days or release him, relying on both a related class judgment in
Bautista v. Santacruz and its independent conclusion that his detention was governed by 8 U.S.C. §
1226 rather than § 1225.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Petitioner sought federal habeas corpus relief under 28 U.S.C. § 2241,

challenging his immigration detention. After an order to show cause

and respondents' response, the court granted the petition.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Nonprecedential district court order
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether petitioner was detained under 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a), rather than the mandatory-detention
provision in 8 U.S.C. § 1225(b)(2)(A).

2. Whether petitioner was entitled to release or a bond redetermination hearing.



HOLDINGS
1. Petitioner's detention is governed by 8 U.S.C. § 1226, not § 1225(b)(2)(A).

2. Petitioner was entitled to be released from custody or provided a bond redetermination hearing within

seven days.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Pursuant to that judgment, petitioner is entitled to be released from custody or provided a bond

redetermination hearing within seven days.” (at 1)

“But in the alternative, the court’s review of the petition confirms he is entitled to relief regardless of Bautista
and the court grants relief based on its independent view that his detention is governed by § 1226 and not §
1225.” (at 1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Petitioner was detained by immigration authorities under 8 U.S.C. § 1225(b)(2)(A). A Central District of
California class action, Bautista v. Santacruz, included petitioner in a class whose members were declared to be
detained under 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a) and not subject to mandatory detention under § 1225(b)(2). Respondents

acknowledged that petitioner appeared to be a member of the Bautista bond-eligible class.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Rodriguez filed a habeas petition challenging his immigration detention. The court considered respondents'
response to an order to show cause, the certification and judgment in Bautista v. Santacruz, and the merits of
Rodriguez's detention claim independently. The court granted the petition, ordered a bond redetermination

hearing or release, required a notice of compliance, and directed entry of judgment and closure of the case.
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» Bautista v. Santacruz, No. 5:25-CV-01873-SSS-BFM, 2025 WL 3288403 (C.D. Cal. Nov. 25, 2025)
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