UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF

PENNSYLVANIA

In re Ronald J. Yonkoski

Yonkoski - No. 1:25-CV-01435 - Decided December 3, 2025

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania granted Ronald J. Yonkoski

leave to proceed in forma pauperis and directed installment payments of the filing fee under 28 U.S.C.
§ 1915. The court filed and dismissed the complaint without prejudice under § 1915(e)(2)(B)(ii),

permitting an amended complaint by January 2, 2026.
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A prisoner civil-rights plaintiff sought leave to proceed in forma
pauperis. The district court granted in forma pauperis status, filed the
complaint, dismissed it without prejudice under 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)
(2)(B)(ii), and granted leave to amend.
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1. Whether the plaintiff should be permitted to proceed in forma pauperis and required to pay the filing fee

through the statutory prisoner installment process.
2. Whether the complaint should be dismissed without prejudice pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2)(B)(ii).

3. Whether the plaintiff should be granted leave to file an amended complaint.

HOLDINGS

1. The plaintiff was granted leave to proceed in forma pauperis but remained responsible for paying the full
$350 filing fee through the statutory initial-partial-fee and monthly-payment process.

2. The complaint was dismissed without prejudice pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2)(B)(ii).

3. The plaintiff was permitted to file an amended complaint by January 2, 2026; if no amended complaint
was filed, the court would close the case.

KEY QUOTATIONS
“The complaint, Doc. 1, is DISMISSED without prejudice pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2)(B)(ii).” (Order
17)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The plaintiff is an incarcerated person who submitted a prisoner civil-rights complaint and an application to
proceed in forma pauperis. Based on the financial information in the application, the court granted in forma
pauperis status but required payment of the full filing fee through deductions from the plaintiff's prison account.

The court dismissed the complaint without prejudice and allowed the plaintiff to amend.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Ronald J. Yonkoski filed a prisoner civil-rights complaint and an application to proceed in forma pauperis. The
district court granted the application subject to payment of the full filing fee through the statutory installment

process, dismissed the complaint without prejudice, and permitted an amended complaint to be filed by January
2, 2026.
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