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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the District of Arizona adopted a Report and Recommendation
finding good cause to set aside the Clerk’s entry of default against Defendant Richardson. The court
granted Richardson’s motion, directed the Clerk to set aside the default, and allowed Richardson three
weeks to file an answer or other responsive pleading.

CASE DETAILS

COURT United States District Court for the District of Arizona

JURISDICTION United States District Court for the District of Arizona

DECIDED February 9, 2026

DOCKET CV-24-08061-PCT-JJT

DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The district court reviewed a magistrate judge's Report and
Recommendation recommending that Defendant Richardson's motion
to set aside the Clerk's entry of default be granted. Plaintiff filed no
objection to the Report and Recommendation or to the motion.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The district court independently reviewed the merits of the motion and
applied the good-cause standard for setting aside an entry of default. It
also noted that, because no objections were filed, it could accept the
Report and Recommendation without further analysis under LRCiv
7.2(i).
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether Defendant Richardson demonstrated good cause to set aside the Clerk's entry of default.

2. Whether the district court should adopt the magistrate judge's Report and Recommendation when
Plaintiff filed no objections.

HOLDINGS

1. Good cause existed to set aside the entry of default because Richardson did not engage in culpable
conduct leading to the default, presented a meritorious procedural defense and an arguable defense on
the merits, and reopening the default would not prejudice Plaintiff.

2. The court adopted the Report and Recommendation in whole, including its reasoning, because Plaintiff
filed no objections and the court independently determined that the motion had merit.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The Court finds defendant Richardson engaged in no culpable conduct that led to the default; that he
presents meritorious procedural defense and an arguable merits defense; and that reopening the default
would not prejudice Plaintiff.” (at 1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Clerk entered default against Defendant Richardson. Richardson moved to set aside that default, but
Plaintiff did not respond. The court found that Richardson was not culpable in causing the default, presented a
meritorious procedural defense and an arguable defense on the merits, and that reopening the default would not
prejudice Plaintiff.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Clerk entered default against Defendant Richardson at Doc. 19. Richardson moved to set aside the entry of
default at Doc. 22. Magistrate Judge Alison S. Bachus recommended granting the motion at Doc. 25, and the
district court adopted the Report and Recommendation, granted the motion, directed the Clerk to set aside the
default, and allowed Richardson three weeks to file an answer or other responsive pleading.
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