UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF UTAH

Crystal N. v. Frank Bisignano, Commissioner of Social Security

Crystal N. - No. 2:25-cv-01093-JNP-JCB - Decided February 2, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the District of Utah adopted a magistrate judge’s report and

recommendation denying Crystal N.’s motion to proceed in forma pauperis in her Social Security

action. The court found that Plaintiff waived objections by failing to object, that the recommendation

was not clearly erroneous, and that the motion was moot because Plaintiff had paid the full filing fee.
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Plaintiff sought leave to proceed in forma pauperis in an action against
the Commissioner of Social Security. After the magistrate judge
recommended denying the motion and Plaintiff filed no objections, the

district court adopted the recommendation and denied the motion.

Absent a timely objection to a magistrate judge's report and
recommendation, the party waives arguments challenging the
recommendations. If waiver is excused, the district court reviews the

recommendations for clear error.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Plaintiff waived challenges to the magistrate judge's report and recommendation by failing to
object.

2. Whether the report and recommendation should be adopted despite the absence of objections.

3. Whether the in forma pauperis motion was moot because Plaintiff paid the full filing fee.

HOLDINGS

1. A party who does not object to a magistrate judge's report and recommendation waives arguments

challenging the recommendation, absent circumstances requiring the court to excuse the waiver.

2. Even if the court excuses waiver, it may review the magistrate judge's report and recommendation for

clear error.
3. The court adopted the report and recommendation and denied Plaintiff's motion for leave to proceed in
forma pauperis; the motion was also effectively moot because Plaintiff had paid the full filing fee.
KEY QUOTATIONS

“Because Plaintiff did not object to the report and recommendation, she has waived any argument

challenging its recommendations.”
“Furthermore, the motion is effectively moot, as Plaintiff has now paid the full filing fee.”

“Thus, the court ADOPTS the report and recommendation in full and DENIES the Plaintiff's Motion for

Leave to Proceed In Forma Pauperis.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Crystal N. filed a complaint against the Commissioner of Social Security and moved to proceed in forma
pauperis. The motion was referred to Magistrate Judge Jared C. Bennett, who recommended that it be denied.

Plaintiff did not object to the recommendation and later paid the full filing fee.
PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff filed the complaint and an in forma pauperis motion on December 2, 2025. The matter was referred to
Magistrate Judge Jared C. Bennett, who issued a report and recommendation on December 30, 2025,
recommending denial of the motion. Plaintiff did not object, and she subsequently paid the full filing fee. The

district court adopted the report and recommendation and denied the motion.
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