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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Southern District of Mississippi dismissed Michael Shawn
Jordan’s pro se petition for a writ of mandamus without prejudice. The court construed the petition as
seeking habeas relief under 28 U.S.C. § 2254 and dismissed it as duplicative of Jordan’s previously
filed habeas action challenging the same convictions.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE A pro se state prisoner filed a petition styled as a petition for a writ of
mandamus seeking to vacate his state convictions and sentences. The
district court construed the requested relief as habeas relief under 28
U.S.C. § 2254 and dismissed the action without prejudice as
duplicative of an earlier pending habeas petition.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the federal district court could issue a writ of mandamus directing a Mississippi state court or
its judicial officers to vacate Jordan's state convictions and sentences.

2. Whether Jordan's mandamus petition should be liberally construed as a petition for habeas corpus under
28 U.S.C. § 2254 because it sought relief affecting the validity and duration of his confinement.

3. Whether the action should be dismissed without prejudice as duplicative of Jordan's earlier pending §
2254 habeas action concerning the same convictions and sentences.

HOLDINGS

1. The district court lacked general authority to issue a writ of mandamus directing a state court or its
judicial officers to perform their duties when mandamus was the only relief sought.

2. Because Jordan sought to vacate his convictions and sentences and thereby obtain relief affecting his
confinement, the petition was essentially a request for habeas relief and was construed, to the extent it
sought release from confinement, under 28 U.S.C. § 2254.

3. The action was duplicative because it challenged the same convictions and sentences as Jordan's earlier
pending habeas petition in the same court, and it was therefore dismissed without prejudice.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“This Court “lacks the general power to issue writs of mandamus to direct state courts and their judicial
officers in the performance of their duties where mandamus is the only relief sought.”” (2)

“Since Jordan requests vacation of his convictions and sentences, the Court finds that he is essentially
seeking habeas relief.” (2)

“A civil action, including a habeas action, may be dismissed if it is duplicative of another action pending in
the same court.” (2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Michael Shawn Jordan, an inmate in the custody of the Mississippi Department of Corrections, was convicted in
Mississippi state court of four counts of sexual battery. He challenged those convictions on grounds including
lack of subject-matter jurisdiction, fraud and forgery, ineffective assistance of counsel, denial of confrontation
rights, and excessive pretrial bail. Jordan sought a federal writ of mandamus vacating his convictions and
sentences, while an earlier federal habeas petition asserting the same challenges was already pending.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Jordan was convicted of four counts of sexual battery in the Circuit Court of Harrison County, Mississippi, on
February 22, 2018. He filed this federal mandamus petition on November 24, 2025, challenging those
convictions and requesting that they be vacated. He had filed an earlier § 2254 habeas petition raising identical
claims, which remained pending in the same district court. The court dismissed this action without prejudice and
ordered that a separate final judgment issue under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 58.
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