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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the District of New Jersey dismisses without prejudice Xavier
Epps’s pro se 42 U.S.C. § 1983 complaint concerning alleged inadequate medical care while detained
at Hudson County Correctional Center. The court finds insufficient allegations of supervisory liability,
deliberate indifference, and personal involvement, and grants Plaintiff thirty days to file an amended
complaint.
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DISPOSITION dismissed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The pro se plaintiff filed a 42 U.S.C. § 1983 civil-rights complaint and
an application to proceed in forma pauperis. The district court granted
leave to proceed in forma pauperis, screened the complaint under the
Prison Litigation Reform Act, and dismissed it without prejudice for
failure to state a claim.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Under the PLRA, the court must dismiss a prisoner complaint that is
frivolous, malicious, fails to state a claim, or seeks monetary relief
from an immune defendant. On failure-to-state-a-claim screening, the
court accepts well-pleaded factual allegations as true, construes pro se
pleadings liberally, and applies the facial-plausibility standard of
Ashcroft v. Iqbal and Bell Atlantic Corp. v. Twombly.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE unpublished
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the complaint plausibly alleged supervisory liability under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 against the
administrators of Hudson County Correctional Center.

2. Whether the complaint plausibly alleged Fourteenth Amendment deliberate indifference to medical
needs against Dr. Benjamin, Baeza, and Smith.

3. Whether claims against Scott, Murrell, and Dr. Canigilia failed because the complaint alleged no
personal involvement by those defendants.

4. Whether the complaint should be dismissed without prejudice under the PLRA screening provisions.

HOLDINGS

1. A § 1983 plaintiff cannot impose supervisory liability merely because defendants are administrators; the
complaint must allege personal involvement or identify a policy, practice, or custom that caused the
constitutional injury and plead the required causal and knowledge elements. Epps's allegations against
D'Antico and Casas did not satisfy that standard.

2. A pretrial detainee must allege a serious medical need and conduct by prison officials amounting to
deliberate indifference. Epps failed to state such a claim against Dr. Benjamin, Baeza, and Smith
because he did not provide sufficient facts about his medical condition, the treatment or medication
required, the alleged emergency, or each defendant's awareness and deliberate indifference.

3. A § 1983 claim requires allegations that each defendant was personally involved in the alleged
constitutional violation. Claims against Scott, Murrell, and Dr. Canigilia were properly dismissed
because they were named in the caption but not implicated by any factual allegation.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“To survive sua sponte screening for failure to state a claim, the complaint must allege “sufficient factual
matter” to show the claim is facially plausible.” (II)

“Because vicarious liability is inapplicable to . . . § 1983 suits, a plaintiff must plead that each Government-
official defendant, through the official’s own individual actions, has violated the Constitution.” (III.A.3)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Epps was a pretrial detainee confined at Hudson County Correctional Center. He alleged that staff members
failed to ensure that he received medication for Crohn's disease, failed to call a medical emergency, and declined
to send him outside the facility because of cost. He did not identify his specific medical needs, the medication



required, the treatment provided, or facts showing that the supervisory defendants or several named defendants
were personally involved.
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