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SUMMARY

The Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court affirmed the denial of Eunice Field’s petition for
extraordinary relief under G. L. c. 211, § 3. The court held that Field had an adequate alternative
remedy through appeal from any adverse ruling on her motion for a new trial, including claims
concerning attorney-client and psychotherapist-patient privileges.
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DISPOSITION affirmed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Field appealed from a single justice's judgment denying, without a
hearing, her petition for extraordinary relief under G. L. c. 211, § 3,
challenging interlocutory discovery and witness-testimony orders
entered in connection with her motion for a new trial.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court reviewed the denial of extraordinary relief under G. L. c.
211, § 3 and determined whether the single justice erred or abused her
discretion. Under S.J.C. Rule 2:21, interlocutory relief requires
showing that review cannot adequately be obtained after a final
adverse judgment or by another available remedy.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Published Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court opinion

PARTIES Eunice Field v. Commonwealth

TOPICS

interlocutory appeal appellate procedure attorney client privilege privilege ineffective assistance

PRACTICE AREAS

criminal procedure appellate procedure post-conviction relief evidence



QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether extraordinary relief under G. L. c. 211, § 3 was available to challenge interlocutory orders
requiring trial counsel to testify and requiring production of mental-health treatment records.

2. Whether the asserted attorney-client and psychotherapist-patient privileges justified immediate appellate
intervention rather than review after a final adverse ruling on the motion for a new trial.

HOLDINGS

1. Extraordinary relief under G. L. c. 211, § 3 was not warranted because Field had an adequate alternative
remedy: any erroneous admission of evidence in violation of her claimed privileges could be remedied
on appeal from an adverse ruling on her motion for a new trial.

2. The single justice neither erred nor abused her discretion by denying Field's petition for extraordinary
relief without a hearing.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Field has an adequate alternative remedy; if any evidence is admitted at the hearing in violation of Field's
privileges, the error can be remedied on appeal from any adverse ruling on the motion for a new trial.” (473
Mass. at 1011)

“The single justice neither erred nor abused her discretion by denying extraordinary relief.” (473 Mass. at
1011)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Field was convicted of murder in the first degree and had a motion for a new trial pending. She alleged that trial
counsel was ineffective for failing to consult a psychiatric expert and failing to seek suppression of statements
allegedly rendered involuntary by her mental state. In preparing for the motion, the trial judge ordered trial
counsel to testify and ordered Field to produce mental-health treatment records considered by her posttrial
mental-health expert.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

After being convicted of murder in the first degree in the Superior Court, Field filed a motion for a new trial
asserting ineffective assistance of counsel and later supplemented it with a claim that counsel failed to seek
suppression of involuntary statements. The trial judge ordered trial counsel to testify and ordered Field to
produce certain mental-health treatment records. Field sought relief under G. L. c. 211, § 3; a single justice
denied the petition without a hearing, and the Supreme Judicial Court affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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