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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Southern District of California granted Reza Aghajavadyha’s
petition for a writ of habeas corpus concerning his re-detention by immigration authorities. The court
held that the government’s conclusory notice of changed circumstances was insufficient and deprived
him of a meaningful opportunity to challenge his detention. The petition was granted as to count one,
with the remaining claims denied as moot.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Petitioner sought a writ of habeas corpus challenging his re-detention
by immigration authorities. After granting temporary relief and
ordering his release, the court considered the Government's return and
granted the petition on count one.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether immigration authorities unlawfully re-detained Petitioner without providing written notice
identifying the changed circumstances supporting re-detention.

2. Whether Petitioner was entitled to the procedural protections applicable to re-detention under 8 C.F.R. §
241.13, including notice and a prompt interview.

HOLDINGS

1. A written re-detention notice that merely states conclusorily that changed circumstances exist, without
identifying what those changes are, is insufficient. Because the notice did not inform Petitioner of the
changed circumstances, his re-detention was unlawful.

2. A person subject to re-detention is entitled to a prompt interview with an open-minded officer to
consider the person's rebuttal to detention.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Because Petitioner lacked notice of what the changed circumstances were, he had no ability to challenge
whether the circumstances have in fact changed.” (at 2)

“In short, the Government’s conclusory assertion of changed circumstances was insufficient. Petitioner’s re-
detention was unlawful.” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Reza Aghajavadyha came to the United States from Iran in 1997 or 1998 and was ordered removed in 2003, but
could not be removed to Iran. He was released from custody and lived under supervision without incident for
approximately twenty years. Immigration officials re-detained him at a check-in on November 6, 2025, based on
a written notification asserting, without identifying specifics, that changed circumstances existed.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Petitioner was re-detained during an immigration check-in on November 6, 2025. Following a November 24,
2025 hearing on a motion for a temporary restraining order, the court found that the re-detention notice was
likely insufficient, ordered Respondents to release Petitioner, and later considered Respondents' return. The court
granted the habeas petition on count one, denied the remainder as moot, and retained jurisdiction to enforce the
writ.
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