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SUMMARY

On remand from the Fifth Circuit, the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana
recalculated Jamal Vaughn’s future lost wage damages under the methodology required by Culver v.
Slater Boat Co. The court reduced the prior future wage-loss award from $750,000 to $600,000, using
a 33.04-year work-life estimate, a projected annual post-injury income of $28,733.12, and a 1.3%
below-market discount rate. The court also held that post-judgment interest on the amended future
wage-loss award accrued from the date of the initial judgment, June 22, 2023.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. What amount of future lost earnings should be awarded on remand under the four-step methodology
required by Culver II?

2. Whether post-judgment interest on the recalculated future lost-wage award accrued from the date of the
original judgment or the date of the judgment entered on remand.

HOLDINGS

1. Applying Culver II, the court reduced the prior future-wage-loss award from $750,000 to $600,000. The
court used a 33.04-year remaining work life, treated Vaughn's injury-time earnings as the base, used
$28,733.12 as his expected post-injury annual earnings, and applied a 1.3% below-market discount rate
without adding speculative wage increases attributable to factors other than inflation.

2. Post-judgment interest on the amended $600,000 future lost-wage award accrued from the date of the
original judgment, June 22, 2023, because the Fifth Circuit substantially affirmed the original judgment
and remanded only for recalculation of one component of damages.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Calculating a plaintiff’s future lost earnings “involves four steps: estimating the loss of work life resulting
from the injury . . ., calculating the lost income stream, computing the total damage, and discounting that
amount to its present value.”” (at 2-3)

“the fact-finder does not attempt to predict the wage increases the particular plaintiff would have received as
a result of price inflation,” (at 3)

“a plaintiff should not be allowed to “‘double-dip’ on his future wage loss claim,”” (at 4)

“the primary consideration is the degree to which the original judgment is ultimately upheld or invalidated,
not the characterization of the district court's labors on remand.” (at 13)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

ACBL employed Jamal Vaughn as a deckhand when, on January 19, 2018, the M/V Safety Explorer allided with
another vessel on the Mississippi River, throwing Vaughn around the galley and injuring his head, neck, back,
and shoulder. Medical and vocational evidence established that Vaughn could no longer perform the physical
labor required of a deckhand and would instead be limited to light or medium physical labor at substantially
lower wages. The district court used a 33.04-year remaining work-life estimate, a projected post-injury annual
salary of $28,733.12, and a 1.3% below-market discount rate to calculate future wage loss.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY



Vaughn sued ACBL for injuries sustained in a vessel allision and sought, among other damages, past and future
lost wages. After a June 2023 bench trial, the district court entered judgment awarding $750,000 for future lost
earnings as part of a $1,879,298 total damages award. The Fifth Circuit affirmed the judgment on all issues
except future wage loss, vacated that portion, and remanded with instructions to apply the Culver II calculation
steps and explain the evidentiary basis for each step. On remand, the district court reduced future lost wages to
$600,000 and ruled that post-judgment interest on that award accrued from the date of the original judgment.

DISPOSITION

other

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The court amended its prior judgment by reducing the future lost-wage award from $750,000 to $600,000 and
ordered that post-judgment interest on the amended award accrue from June 22, 2023, the date of the first
judgment.
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