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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois ruled on defendants’ motion to
dismiss claims arising from Divonte Hall’s arrest, pretrial detention, and prosecution. The court
dismissed the false-arrest claim with prejudice by agreement but allowed the unlawful pretrial
detention, malicious prosecution, and indemnification claims to proceed. The court held that a grand-
jury indictment did not establish probable cause as a matter of law where the plaintiff plausibly alleged
that defendants used false or incomplete information.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Defendants moved under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 12(b)(6) to
dismiss claims arising from an allegedly false arrest, unlawful pretrial
detention, malicious prosecution, and municipal indemnification.

STANDARD OF REVIEW On a Rule 12(b)(6) motion, the court accepts well-pleaded factual
allegations as true, draws reasonable inferences for the nonmoving
party, and asks whether the complaint states a plausible claim for
relief.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE nonprecedential district court order

TOPICS

motions to dismiss section 1983 police misconduct civil rights government liability



PRACTICE AREAS

Civil procedure Civil rights Constitutional law Municipal law Criminal procedure

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Hall's false-arrest claim should remain in the action.

2. Whether a grand-jury indictment conclusively established probable cause and required dismissal of
Hall's unlawful-pretrial-detention and malicious-prosecution claims at the pleading stage.

3. Whether Hall plausibly alleged that the officers' allegedly false reports and statements rebutted the
presumption of probable cause arising from the indictment.

4. Whether Hall's indemnification claim against the City could proceed when the underlying substantive
claims survived dismissal.

HOLDINGS

1. The false-arrest claim was dismissed with prejudice by agreement of the parties.

2. A grand-jury indictment does not establish probable cause as a matter of law at the pleading stage when
the plaintiff plausibly alleges that the indictment and subsequent proceedings were based on false or
incomplete information.

3. Hall plausibly stated an unlawful-pretrial-detention claim, and the claim could proceed despite the
grand-jury indictment.

4. Hall plausibly stated a malicious-prosecution claim against the defendants, including the officers,
because he alleged post-arrest conduct that could have influenced the prosecution and indictment.

5. The City's indemnification claim could proceed because the court declined to dismiss the underlying
unlawful-detention and malicious-prosecution claims.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“In sum: the Court rejects defendants’ assertion that an indictment establishes probable cause as a matter of
law where—as here—a plaintiff has plausibly alleged that his arrest and legal proceedings were based on
false information.” (Analysis, III)

“For the reasons stated above, the Court grants defendants’ motion to dismiss (Dckt. #9) only with respect to
plaintiff’s false arrest claim, which is dismissed with prejudice by agreement of the parties. The motion to
dismiss is otherwise denied and plaintiff’s remaining claims (unlawful pretrial detention, malicious
prosecution, and indemnification) may proceed.” (Conclusion)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Hall alleged that Chicago police officers arrested him for firearm possession on October 28, 2022, despite not
seeing him possess a firearm, witnessing him commit a crime, or receiving a dispatch indicating criminal activity
at the arrest location. He alleged that the officers generated false and incomplete reports and statements that led
to his incarceration for more than fourteen months. A grand jury indictment issued on December 2, 2022, and
Hall was found not guilty of all counts on December 14, 2023.



PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Hall filed a § 1983 action against three Chicago police officers and the City of Chicago. Defendants moved to
dismiss, arguing principally that a grand-jury indictment established probable cause. The court dismissed the
false-arrest claim with prejudice by agreement, denied dismissal of the unlawful-pretrial-detention, malicious-
prosecution, and indemnification claims, lifted the discovery stay, and directed defendants to answer or
otherwise plead.
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