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SUMMARY

The Fort Worth Court of Appeals dismissed Brian Cole's appeals for want of jurisdiction because the
trial court had not signed a final judgment or other appealable order addressing his pretrial habeas
corpus applications. The court also declined to abate the appeals or compel a ruling because Cole's
filings did not satisfy the requirements for a mandamus petition.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the court of appeals had appellate jurisdiction over appeals from the trial court's failure to rule
on pretrial habeas applications when no final judgment or appealable order had been signed.

2. Whether Cole's jurisdictional response could support mandamus relief compelling the trial court to hear
and rule on his habeas applications.

HOLDINGS

1. The court of appeals lacked jurisdiction because the trial court had signed neither a final judgment nor
an appealable interlocutory order.

2. Cole was not entitled to mandamus relief because his filings did not satisfy the requirements of Texas
Rule of Appellate Procedure 52.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“a final judgment or an appealable order is necessary for this court to obtain jurisdiction”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Cole had pending pretrial applications for habeas corpus in the trial court. The trial court had not ruled on those
applications and had not signed any final judgments or appealable interlocutory orders. Cole sought appellate
intervention to compel a hearing and ruling within thirty days.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Brian Cole filed two appeals complaining that the 485th District Court had not ruled on his pretrial habeas
applications. The court of appeals notified Cole that it appeared to lack jurisdiction because the trial court had
signed neither a final judgment nor an appealable interlocutory order. Cole responded with a motion seeking to
invoke appellate jurisdiction, abate the appeals, compel a ruling, and obtain mandamus relief, but the court
dismissed the appeals for want of jurisdiction and denied any construed request for mandamus relief.

DISPOSITION

dismissed
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