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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Western District of Louisiana grants the St. Landry Parish
School Board’s motion for summary judgment in Vanessa Taylor’s employment discrimination
lawsuit. The court dismisses claims alleging age and gender discrimination, retaliation, and hostile
work environment under the ADEA, Title VII, 42 U.S.C. § 1981, the Louisiana Employment
Discrimination Law, and the Louisiana Whistleblower Statute. The ruling concludes that Taylor failed
to establish the required elements or provide sufficient evidence to create a genuine dispute of material
fact.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Plaintiff established a prima facie case of age discrimination under the ADEA

2. Whether Plaintiff established a prima facie case of gender discrimination under Title VII and the LEDL

3. Whether Plaintiff established a prima facie case of retaliation under Title VII, the ADEA, and the
Louisiana Whistleblower Statute

4. Whether Plaintiff established a hostile work environment under Title VII and the LEDL

5. Whether Plaintiff has a private cause of action for employment discrimination or retaliation under Title
IX

HOLDINGS

1. Section 1981 protects only against race-based discrimination and retaliation; age and gender
discrimination claims cannot be brought under § 1981.

2. Plaintiff failed to establish a prima facie case because she did not demonstrate she was qualified for the
AD position under the restructured requirements or that she suffered an adverse employment action.

3. Plaintiff's retaliation claims fail because the non-reappointment occurred before any protected activity,
and Plaintiff's inquiry about the reasons for non-reappointment was not protected activity under Title
VII.

4. Plaintiff's allegations of being publicly demoted, subject to belittling comments, and ostracism did not
constitute conduct sufficiently severe or pervasive to create an abusive working environment.

5. Title VII provides the exclusive remedy for employment discrimination based on sex in federally funded
educational institutions; Title IX does not afford a private cause of action for such claims.

6. Title IX retaliation claims are preempted by Title VII when not based exclusively on allegations of
noncompliance with Title IX's substantive provisions.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff was appointed Athletic Director at North Central High School. A new principal restructured the position
to be full-time and incompatible with head coaching duties. Plaintiff refused to resign as girls' basketball coach,
and the principal declined to reappoint her as AD for the next school year, appointing another person who agreed
to the non-coaching requirement.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff filed employment discrimination claims in state court, which were removed to federal court based on
federal question jurisdiction. Defendant moved for summary judgment.
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affirmed
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