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SUMMARY

This document contains findings of fact and conclusions of law from a bench trial in a putative class
action involving Beaufort County’s practice of strip-searching female pre-classification detainees at
the Beaufort County Detention Center while not subjecting similarly situated male detainees to the
same practice. The court addresses whether Beaufort County may be held municipally liable under 42
U.S.C. § 1983 pursuant to Monell. The court concludes that the detention center’s director possessed
final policymaking authority and that the county may therefore be subject to municipal liability.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Following a two-day bench trial on the threshold issue of municipal
liability, the district court issued findings of fact and conclusions of
law under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 52(a) concerning plaintiffs'
remaining 42 U.S.C. § 1983 equal-protection claim against Beaufort
County.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court applied a preponderance-of-the-evidence standard to its
findings of fact and determined municipal liability under the legal
standards governing 42 U.S.C. § 1983 and Monell.



PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unknown; federal district court findings of fact and conclusions of law
with no reporter citation.

TOPICS

section 1983 municipal liability equal protection civil rights civil procedure

PRACTICE AREAS

civil rights constitutional law municipal liability prisoners rights civil procedure

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Director Grant possessed final policymaking authority for Beaufort County concerning the
policies and procedures of the Beaufort County Detention Center.

2. Whether Beaufort County may be subject to municipal liability under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 for the strip-
search policy that allegedly violated the Equal Protection Clause by subjecting female pre-classification
detainees to strip searches while not subjecting male pre-classification detainees to the same practice.

HOLDINGS

1. Director Grant was the final policymaker for Beaufort County concerning the policies and procedures of
BCDC because she exercised authority-in-fact to create and implement final policy, and her decisions
were not subject to meaningful review by the County Council or County Administrator.

2. Beaufort County may be subject to municipal liability under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 because the challenged
strip-search policy was adopted by Director Grant, who possessed final policymaking authority for
Beaufort County concerning BCDC.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“municipal liability under § 1983 attaches where—and only where—a deliberate choice to follow a course of
action is made from among various alternatives by the official or officials responsible for establishing final
policy with respect to the subject matter in question.” (Conclusions of Law)

“the court rules for plaintiffs, finding that Beaufort County may be subject to municipal liability under § 1983
because the strip-search policy giving rise to the alleged constitutional violations was the decision of Director
Grant who possessed final policymaking authority for Beaufort County concerning BCDC.” (Conclusion)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Beaufort County operated the Beaufort County Detention Center under a structure in which Director Quandara
Grant exercised authority to establish, approve, and implement the facility's policies and procedures, without
meaningful review by the County Council or County Administrator. From February 27, 2015, through May 5,
2020, a written strip-search policy resulted in female pre-classification detainees being strip-searched at
booking, while male pre-classification detainees were not subjected to the same practice. The County had
longstanding notice that female pre-classification detainees were not being separately housed and that the facility



failed to comply with applicable minimum standards, yet did not restructure the facility or alter the relevant
policies.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiffs filed the action in South Carolina state court on March 6, 2020, and Beaufort County removed it to
federal court on June 5, 2020. The district court certified a class of female pre-classification detainees and later
granted summary judgment to the individual defendants and on many claims against the County, but allowed the
equal-protection claim against Beaufort County and the attorney-fee request to proceed. After a two-day bench
trial beginning August 14, 2025, the court found for plaintiffs on the threshold Monell-liability issue.
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