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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Wyoming affirmed an order authorizing the personal representative to sell the

decedent's undivided interest in Sheridan County real property to pay estate obligations. The court

held that the district court did not abuse its discretion and that any improper venue would not deprive

the court of subject-matter jurisdiction.
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affirmed

The heirs appealed from a probate-court order authorizing the personal
representative to sell the decedent's undivided one-tenth interest in
Sheridan County real property over their objection.

The authorization of a sale of estate property under the applicable
probate statutes is reviewed for abuse of discretion. The appellate
court evaluates whether the district court could reasonably reach its
decision and whether the ruling was arbitrary or capricious. When
appellants fail to provide a complete record, factual findings supported

by the available record are accepted and review is limited accordingly.
Published precedential Wyoming Supreme Court opinion
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the district court abused its discretion by authorizing the personal representative to sell the

decedent's interest in real property to pay estate obligations and for the best interests of the estate and its
creditors.

2. Whether the Johnson County District Court lacked subject matter jurisdiction, or was an improper
venue, because the decedent allegedly resided and died in Sheridan County and the property was located

there.

HOLDINGS

1. The district court did not abuse its discretion in authorizing the personal representative to sell the
decedent's undivided one-tenth interest in real property because the estate had substantial obligations,
insufficient liquid funds, and the sale was found to be in the best interests of the estate and its creditors.

2. The Johnson County District Court had subject matter jurisdiction over the petition to sell estate
property, and any alleged defect in probate venue did not deprive the court of jurisdiction or require

reversal of the sale order.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Since jurisdiction, with its inherent power to render judgment, is present despite any impropriety with
respect to venue, it is unnecessary for us to consider whether the District Court of the Eighth Judicial District
in and for Converse County properly followed § 27-12-601.” (77 P.3d at 1225)

“Unless specifically mandated by statute, the absence of proper venue does not result in a dismissal, a
reversal, or a new trial.” (77 P.3d at 1225)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Edward Dale George died intestate in 2000, and the Johnson County District Court opened his estate and
appointed his sister Beverly Ann Straight as personal representative. Karen Allen later replaced Straight and
determined that the estate had at least $21,786 in obligations but only $3,503.49 in its bank account. Allen
sought authority to sell the decedent's undivided one-tenth interest in Sheridan County real property, valued at
$2,448 but subject to an agreement to sell for $16,000. The appellants objected based on the property's asserted

family significance, potentially recoverable estate assets, and alleged lack of jurisdiction.
PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Edward Dale George died intestate, and the Johnson County District Court appointed Beverly Ann Straight as
personal representative and issued letters of administration. Karen Allen later replaced Straight and petitioned to
sell estate real property to pay estate obligations and creditor claims. After a hearing, the district court authorized
the sale for $16,000; the appellants appealed, arguing that the sale was improper and that the Johnson County
court lacked jurisdiction because the decedent and property were connected to Sheridan County.
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