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Kendrick v. CNN Inc. and CNN Corporation
Kendrick · No. 2:25-CV-513-PPS-APR · Decided December 1, 2025

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Northern District of Indiana dismissed DeAndre L. Kendrick’s
prisoner complaint against CNN Inc. and CNN Corporation under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A. The court held
that the complaint’s allegations were factually frivolous and denied leave to amend as futile.
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DISPOSITION dismissed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE A pro se prisoner filed a civil rights complaint against CNN Inc. and
CNN Corporation. The district court screened the complaint under 28
U.S.C. § 1915A before service and dismissed it as factually frivolous.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A, the court must review a prisoner complaint
and dismiss it if it is frivolous or malicious, fails to state a claim, or
seeks monetary relief from an immune defendant. The allegations are
liberally construed, but a court may dismiss claims whose factual
contentions are clearly baseless, irrational, fanciful, fantastic, or
wholly incredible.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unpublished district court opinion; nonprecedential
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the prisoner's complaint should be dismissed at the screening stage under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A
because its factual allegations were clearly baseless and factually frivolous.

2. Whether the plaintiff should be granted leave to amend the complaint.

HOLDINGS

1. A district court may dismiss a prisoner complaint at the screening stage as factually frivolous when its
factual allegations are clearly baseless, irrational, fanciful, fantastic, or wholly incredible. Kendrick's
allegations were not credible and therefore warranted dismissal.

2. Leave to amend may be denied when amendment would be futile, and amendment would be futile here
because the complaint's factual basis was not credible.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A case can be dismissed without a response from the defendants where “the facts alleged in the complaint
are . . . unbelievable, even though there has been no evidentiary hearing to determine their truth or falsity.””
(Opinion and Order)

“This complaint is based on allegations that are not credible and will be dismissed as factually frivolous.”
(Opinion and Order)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Kendrick, a prisoner proceeding without counsel, alleged that CNN broadcast an international news report about
him on or about February 14, 2025. He claimed the report used bizarre labels and statements concerning him and
involved several public figures. He alleged that the statements violated his Eighth and Fourteenth Amendment
rights and caused emotional distress and mental anguish. The court found the alleged news report and its content
not credible.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Kendrick filed a complaint alleging that a CNN news broadcast made bizarre statements about him and violated
his Eighth and Fourteenth Amendment rights. The court conducted the required prisoner-complaint screening,
concluded that the factual allegations were clearly baseless and not credible, denied leave to amend as futile, and
dismissed the case under § 1915A.
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