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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of California adopted in full the magistrate
judge's findings and recommendations concerning plaintiff's motion for default judgment. The court
granted default judgment against Synergy Marketing and Sales, Inc. in the amount of $706,243.25 and
referred the claims against pro se defendant Trevor Berner back to the magistrate judge for further
proceedings.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The district court reviewed a magistrate judge's findings and
recommendations concerning plaintiff's motion for default judgment.
No party filed objections.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The district court presumed the magistrate judge's factual findings
correct and reviewed the magistrate judge's legal conclusions de novo.
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and Sales, Inc.

TOPICS

default judgment default civil procedure commercial litigation damages

PRACTICE AREAS

civil procedure commercial litigation remedies



QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the magistrate judge's findings and recommendations should be adopted in the absence of
objections.

2. Whether plaintiff was entitled to default judgment against Synergy.

3. What relief should be entered against Synergy and how the claims against Trevor Berner should proceed.

HOLDINGS

1. In the absence of objections, the district court presumed the magistrate judge's factual findings correct
and reviewed the legal conclusions de novo; after review, it adopted the findings and recommendations
in full.

2. Plaintiff's June 3, 2025 motion for default judgment was granted, and judgment was entered against
Synergy in the amount of $706,243.25.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The court presumes that any findings of fact are correct. See Orand v. United States, 602 F.2d 207, 208 (9th
Cir. 1979). The magistrate judge’s conclusions of law are reviewed de novo.” (1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The opinion contains no substantive facts concerning the underlying commercial dispute. It reflects that plaintiff
moved for default judgment against defendants and that the magistrate judge issued findings and
recommendations addressing that motion. The district court entered judgment against Synergy in the amount of
$706,243.25 while claims against Trevor Berner remained pending.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The matter was referred to a United States Magistrate Judge under Local Rule 302(c)(19). On July 18, 2025, the
magistrate judge issued findings and recommendations, which were served with notice that objections were due
within twenty-one days. No objections were filed. The district court adopted the findings and recommendations
in full, granted plaintiff's motion for default judgment against Synergy, entered judgment for $706,243.25, and
referred the claims against pro se defendant Trevor Berner back to the magistrate judge for further proceedings.

DISPOSITION

other

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The matter was referred back to the assigned magistrate judge for further proceedings concerning the claims
against pro se defendant Trevor Berner.
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