UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF
LOUISIANA, MONROE DIVISION
Evelyn Vasquez Vega v. Judge James D. Cain, Jr., Pamela Bondi, et

al.

Vega - No. 26-301-P - Decided April 1, 2026

SUMMARY

A magistrate judge recommends sua sponte dismissal without prejudice of an immigration detainee’s
28 U.S.C. § 2241 habeas petition for failure to prosecute after court orders were returned as
undeliverable and the petitioner failed to provide a new address. The recommendation cites Federal
Rule of Civil Procedure 41(b), the court’s inherent docket-control authority, and applicable objection
procedures under 28 U.S.C. § 636(b)(1)(C) and Rule 72(b).
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the petition should be dismissed without prejudice for failure to prosecute after the petitioner

failed to maintain a current mailing address and court mail was returned as undeliverable.

HOLDINGS

1. The magistrate judge recommended that the § 2241 petition be dismissed without prejudice, sua sponte,
for failure to prosecute because Vega failed to notify the court of her changed address after court orders

were returned as undeliverable.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“All parties have the responsibility of promptly reporting to the court and to all other parties any change in
the mailing address. Failure to do so shall be considered cause for dismissal for failure to prosecute.” (at 1)

“Accordingly; IT IS RECOMMENDED that this petition be DISMISSED WITHOUT PREJUDICE, sua
sponte, for failure to prosecute, pursuant to Rule 41(b) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure as interpreted
by the court and under the court's inherent power to control its own docket.” (at 1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Vega, an immigration detainee, filed a pro se § 2241 petition challenging her continued detention. After the case
was transferred to the Western District of Louisiana, two court orders mailed to her were returned marked
"RETURN TO SENDER -NO LONGER AT THIS FACILITY." Vega had not informed the court of a new

mailing address.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The petition was originally filed in the United States District Court for the Southern District of Texas and was
transferred to the Western District of Louisiana on February 3, 2026 because Vega was detained in Louisiana.
Orders mailed to Vega were returned as undeliverable, and she did not provide the court with a new mailing
address. The magistrate judge recommended sua sponte dismissal without prejudice for failure to prosecute,
subject to objections under 28 U.S.C. § 636(b)(1)(C) and Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 72(b).
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