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SUMMARY

The Wyoming Supreme Court considers Steve Edward Dobbins's consolidated appeals challenging the
denial of his pre-sentence and post-sentence motions to withdraw a no-contest plea to first-degree
sexual assault. The court addresses alleged ineffective assistance or lack of close assistance of counsel,
the standards governing plea withdrawal before and after sentencing, and compliance with Wyoming
Rule of Criminal Procedure 11. The document text concludes that the district court's rulings and the
judgment and sentence should be affirmed.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Dobbins established a fair and just reason under W.R.Cr.P. 32(d) to withdraw his no-contest
plea before sentencing based on alleged lack of close assistance of counsel and alleged noncompliance
with W.R.Cr.P. 11.

2. Whether Dobbins established manifest injustice under W.R.Cr.P. 32(d) to withdraw his no-contest plea
after sentencing because the district court allegedly failed to personally provide all required Rule 11
advisements.

3. Whether the alleged failure to advise Dobbins about mandatory assessments required withdrawal of his
plea or instead had to be raised through a Rule 35 motion.

HOLDINGS

1. Dobbins did not establish manifest injustice warranting withdrawal of his plea after sentencing.
Although the prosecutor, at the court's request, read the charges and potential penalties, the district court
personally addressed Dobbins, engaged him in dialogue, confirmed his understanding of his rights and
plea, and the totality of the circumstances showed that the plea was knowing and voluntary. Any
variance from W.R.Cr.P. 11 was harmless because it did not affect substantial rights.

2. Dobbins could not obtain withdrawal of his plea on the assessments issue because W.R.Cr.P. 11(b)(1)(C)
required him first to seek relief in the district court under W.R.Cr.P. 35. He had not filed a Rule 35
motion, so the issue was not properly before the appellate court.

3. Dobbins failed to establish a fair and just reason for pre-sentence withdrawal of his no-contest plea. The
district court did not abuse its discretion in finding that Dobbins had close assistance of counsel and that
his plea was knowing and voluntary.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The crucial requirement is that the judge be satisfied that the defendant understands the possible sentences
and that such understanding be apparent in the record.” (818)

“Dobbins has not filed a Rule 35 motion and, therefore, according to the plain language of W.R.Cr.P. 11(b)(1)
(C), Dobbins may not now raise this issue on appeal.” (821)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Dobbins was charged with first-degree sexual assault and incest based on allegations that he had sexual
intercourse with his intoxicated, physically helpless daughter without her consent. The State's evidence included
a rape examination and DNA testing linking Dobbins to semen recovered from the victim. Dobbins entered a no-
contest plea to first-degree sexual assault in exchange for dismissal of the incest charge, later received a sentence
of twenty-five to thirty years, and sought to withdraw his plea after the victim died.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY



Dobbins was charged with first-degree sexual assault and incest. After a preliminary hearing, he entered a no-
contest plea to first-degree sexual assault under a plea agreement providing for dismissal of the incest charge,
with no sentencing agreement. Before sentencing, he moved to withdraw his plea based principally on alleged
inadequate assistance of counsel; after sentencing, he filed a second motion based on alleged noncompliance
with W.R.Cr.P. 11. The district court denied both motions, sentenced him to twenty-five to thirty years'
imprisonment, and the Wyoming Supreme Court consolidated the appeals and affirmed.
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affirmed
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