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SUMMARY

**Burger King Corp. v. Rudzewicz, 471 U.S. 462 (1985)** — Personal jurisdiction; due process;
minimum contacts; long-arm statute; franchise agreement; purposeful availment. The Supreme Court
held that a Florida court could constitutionally exercise specific personal jurisdiction over a Michigan
franchisee who deliberately entered a long-term franchise relationship with a Florida corporation,
where the contract required payments and notices to Miami, the parties had ongoing direct
communications with Miami headquarters, and the franchisee received fair notice of potential suit in
Florida from contract terms and course of dealing. The Court rejected a mechanical contract-as-contact
test, requiring evaluation of prior negotiations, contemplated future consequences, contract terms, and
actual dealings to determine purposeful availment. Choice-of-law provisions, while not alone
sufficient, may reinforce a defendant's deliberate affiliation with the forum state. The decision reversed

the Eleventh Circuit's finding that jurisdiction would offend due process.
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Civil Procedure Constitutional Law Contracts

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the exercise of personal jurisdiction over a Michigan franchisee in Florida, pursuant to Florida's

long-arm statute, violated the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.

HOLDINGS

1. The exercise of jurisdiction did not violate due process because Rudzewicz purposefully established
minimum contacts with Florida by entering into a franchise agreement that created a substantial and

continuing relationship with Burger King's Miami headquarters, and he received fair notice that he might
be subject to suit in Florida.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Thus '[t]he forum State does not exceed its powers under the Due Process Clause if it asserts personal
jurisdiction over a corporation that delivers its products into the stream of commerce with the expectation
that they will be purchased by consumers in the forum State' and those products subsequently injure forum
consumers.” (471 U.S. at 474-475)

“Notwithstanding these considerations, the constitutional touchstone remains whether the defendant

purposefully established 'minimum contacts' in the forum State.” (471 U.S. at 475)

“If the question is whether an individual's contract with an out-of-state party alone can automatically

establish sufficient minimum contacts in the other party's home forum, we believe the answer clearly is that it
cannot.” (471 U.S. at 478-479)

“It is these factors—prior negotiations and contemplated future consequences, along with the terms of the
contract and the parties' actual course of dealing—that must be evaluated in determining whether the

defendant purposefully established minimum contacts within the forum.” (471 U.S. at 479)

“The 'quality and nature' of an interstate transaction may sometimes be so 'random,' 'fortuitous,’ or

'attenuated' that it cannot fairly be said that the potential defendant 'should reasonably anticipate being haled
into court' in another jurisdiction.” (471 U.S. at 486)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Burger King Corporation, a Florida corporation with principal offices in Miami, franchises restaurants
nationwide. John Rudzewicz, a Michigan resident, along with a partner, entered into a 20-year franchise
agreement to operate a Burger King restaurant in Drayton Plains, Michigan. The contract required monthly
payments and notices to be sent to Miami, provided that the relationship was governed by Florida law, and
established the franchise relationship in Miami. After the restaurant's patronage declined, Rudzewicz fell behind
in payments. Despite negotiations with Burger King's Miami headquarters and the Michigan district office, the
parties could not resolve the dispute. Burger King terminated the franchise, but Rudzewicz continued to operate

the restaurant. Burger King then sued in the Southern District of Florida for breach of contract and trademark
infringement.



PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida exercised personal jurisdiction over appellee
Rudzewicz under Florida's long-arm statute and entered judgment for Burger King. The Court of Appeals for the
Eleventh Circuit reversed, holding that jurisdiction violated due process. The Supreme Court reversed and

remanded.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

Remanded for further proceedings consistent with this opinion.
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