UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF
CALIFORNIA

Joseph Anthony Reyna, et al. v. 23andMe, Inc., et al.

Reyna - No. 26-cv-00464-EMC - Decided March 11, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Northern District of California orders the sua sponte transfer
of Joseph Anthony Reyna's case to the Eastern District of Missouri. The transfer is intended to
facilitate referral to the bankruptcy court overseeing 23andMe's bankruptcy proceedings, after which

the Northern District of California will administratively close the case.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The court previously dismissed Plaintiff C.R.'s claims without

prejudice and granted Joseph Anthony Reyna leave to proceed in
forma pauperis, staying the required 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e) review
because 23andMe was involved in bankruptcy proceedings. The court
then ordered, sua sponte, transfer of the action to the Eastern District

of Missouri for referral to that district's bankruptcy court.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court applied the discretionary transfer standard under 28 U.S.C. §
1404(a), considering the convenience of the parties and witnesses and

the interests of justice.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unpublished district court order; precedential status not indicated.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the court should transfer the action sua sponte from the Northern District of California to the
Eastern District of Missouri under 28 U.S.C. § 1404(a).

2. Whether transfer was appropriate to facilitate referral of the action to the bankruptcy court handling

23andMe's bankruptcy proceedings in the Eastern District of Missouri.

HOLDINGS

1. The action should be transferred sua sponte to the Eastern District of Missouri because the interests of
justice and convenience warranted having the case handled in the district where 23andMe's bankruptcy

proceedings were pending.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“For the convenience of parties and witnesses, in the interest of justice, a district court may transfer any civil
action to any other district or division where it might have been brought or to any district or division to which

all parties have consented.” (at 1)

“Accordingly, the Court directs the Clerk of the Court to transfer this case to the Eastern District of Missouri

in accordance with this order and then administratively close the file in this District.” (at 1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiffs sued 23andMe, Inc. and other defendants in the Northern District of California. 23andMe was involved
in bankruptcy proceedings pending in the Eastern District of Missouri under Bankruptcy Case Nos. 25-40976
and 25-40977. The court determined that the action should be transferred to Missouri so it could be referred to
the bankruptcy court there.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The action was pending in the Northern District of California. After dismissing C.R.'s claims and staying review
of Reyna's in forma pauperis complaint due to 23andMe's bankruptcy proceedings in the Eastern District of

Missouri, the court transferred the case to that district and directed administrative closure in California.
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