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SUMMARY

The Third District Court of Appeal of Florida affirmed the circuit court’s confirmation of an arbitration
award in an employment-related dispute. The court relied on the absence of a timely challenge to the
award, the presumption that a person signing a contract knows its contents, and the waiver of issues
raised for the first time in a reply brief or not raised in the initial brief.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the circuit court properly confirmed the arbitration award.

2. Whether issues raised for the first time in the reply brief or omitted from the initial brief could be
considered on appeal.



HOLDINGS

1. The circuit court properly confirmed the arbitration award because no timely challenge, basis to vacate,
modify, or correct the award, or viable issue outside the scope of arbitration was presented.

2. Issues raised for the first time in a reply brief or not raised in the initial brief are waived or abandoned
and will not be considered.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“absent a basis to vacate, modify, or correct, or the presentation of an issue to the circuit court which had not
been submitted to arbitration, the circuit court must confirm the arbitration award.”

“Issues raised for the first time in the reply brief are precluded from our consideration.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The appeal concerned the circuit court's confirmation of an arbitration award. The opinion indicates that
Bernardes did not timely challenge the award or present a viable issue to the circuit court that had not been
submitted to arbitration. The court also relied on briefing-waiver principles concerning issues raised for the first
time in a reply brief or omitted from the initial brief.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Bernardes appealed the circuit court's confirmation of an arbitration award. The Third District affirmed per
curiam, citing the absence of a timely challenge or other stated basis to disturb the award and the waiver of
issues not properly presented in the initial briefing.
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