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SUMMARY

The Wyoming Supreme Court reviewed Tracey Kamm’s challenge to the denial of her request for
alimony following her divorce from Jason Kamm. The court held that the district court did not abuse
its discretion, considering the parties’ financial circumstances, Tracey Kamm’s employability despite
her medical conditions, and the equitable division of marital property. The district court’s decision was
affirmed.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Wife appealed the district court's denial of her request for continuing
alimony following the parties' divorce.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the district court abused its discretion by denying Tracey Kamm's request for continuing
alimony.

HOLDINGS

1. The district court did not abuse its discretion in denying Tracey Kamm continuing alimony because the
record supported its findings that she could obtain suitable employment, had not shown a sufficient
necessity for alimony, and that Jason Kamm's ability to pay was limited.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The purpose of alimony is to provide a post-divorce substitute for the support provided to a spouse during
the marriage.” (¶ 10)

“It is for the support and maintenance of a former spouse who is unable to adequately provide for himself or
herself.” (¶ 10)

“alimony [may be] a necessity, ... under ordinary circumstances it should be recognized that one spouse
should not have a perpetual claim on the earnings of the other; that divorce, insofar as possible should sever
the ties of the parties and they should begin to start their lives anew.” (¶ 16)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Tracey and Jason Kamm married in 2001, and Jason adopted Tracey's two children from a prior marriage; the
children were emancipated by the time of the appeal. Tracey suffered from PTSD, lupus, fibromyalgia, spinal
arthritis, and depression, but the district court found that she had not shown that her conditions were debilitating
or prevented her from obtaining employment. The evidence showed that she had education and experience in
herbalism, reflexology, and website development, had previously worked outside the home, and had recently
obtained part-time employment. The marital property was divided equally in significant respects, including the
equity in the marital home and half of Jason's retirement account, while Jason worked several jobs and had
limited financial capacity.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Tracey Kamm filed for divorce in 2013. During the pendency of the divorce, the district court ordered Jason
Kamm to pay temporary alimony of $3,000 per month. After a November 12, 2014 trial, the district court denied
wife's request for $3,500 per month for five years but ordered $1,000 per month for three months. Wife
appealed, and the Wyoming Supreme Court affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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