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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Florida affirmed Granville Ritchie's first-degree murder conviction and death
sentence for the sexual battery and strangulation of a nine-year-old child. The court held that the
prosecutor's improper penalty phase comments—including a "same mercy" argument, golden rule
arguments, and anti-immigrant rhetoric—did not constitute fundamental error given the overwhelming
aggravation (HAC, victim under 12, sexual battery) and minimal mitigation. The court also rejected
facial and as-applied challenges to Florida's victim impact evidence statute and found no abuse of
discretion in redacting portions of a mitigation video or in admitting rebuttal testimony. The dissent

argued that the cumulative prosecutorial misconduct required a new penalty phase.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the cumulative impact of improper prosecutorial comments during the penalty phase closing

argument deprived Ritchie of a fair penalty phase.

2. Whether Florida law regarding the presentation of victim impact evidence is unconstitutional on its face
and as applied.

3. Whether the trial court erred in ordering audio redactions to a mitigation video and allowing improper

rebuttal evidence.

4. Whether the cumulative prejudicial effect of the alleged trial errors deprived Ritchie of a fair penalty
phase.

HOLDINGS

1. The improper comments did not amount to fundamental error because the evidence of aggravation was
substantial and the comments were isolated; the jury's death recommendation could have been obtained
without the errors.

2. The facial challenge is rejected based on precedent; the as-applied challenge regarding the mother's

Bible verse testimony was improper but not fundamental error.

3. The trial court did not abuse its discretion in ordering limited redactions, and the rebuttal testimony was

proper.

4. The combined prejudice from the prosecutorial comments and improper victim impact testimony does
not amount to fundamental error.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Fundamental error 'reaches down into the validity of the trial itself to the extent that a . . . jury

recommendation of death could not have been obtained without the assistance of the alleged error."” (at 34)

“To the extent the prosecutor’s rhetoric could be taken as anti-immigrant, we condemn such rhetoric in the

strongest possible terms; it has no place in our courts.” (at 28)

“The improper prosecutorial comments were isolated statements in an otherwise proper closing argument

that, on the whole, asked the jury to return a death recommendation based on the evidence.” (at 35)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Ritchie sexually battered and strangled a nine-year-old child, F.W., who was left in his care. He then dumped her
body in the water off the Courtney Campbell Causeway and fabricated a story about her disappearance. The
victim's body was found washed up against the shoreline the next day. Ritchie was arrested and indicted for first-

degree murder, sexual battery, and aggravated child abuse.
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Ritchie was convicted of first-degree murder, sexual battery of a victim less than twelve years of age, and
aggravated child abuse. The jury recommended death, and the trial court sentenced Ritchie to death. Ritchie

appeals his convictions and sentences.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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