UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF KANSAS

Allen Dean Washburn v. Tina Miller

Washburn v. Miller - No. 26-3021-JWL - Decided February 9, 2026

SUMMARY

The court stays the defendant's deadline to answer or otherwise respond while it screens a prisoner

complaint under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A. The action was removed from Kansas state court to the United

States District Court for the District of Kansas, and the order directs that a further order will issue after

screening is complete.
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Plaintiff filed the action in Kansas state court. Defendant removed it to
the United States District Court for the District of Kansas, after which
the court addressed the applicability of prisoner-complaint screening

and stayed the answer deadline.
Nonprecedential memorandum and order

Allen Dean Washburn v. Tina Miller

1. Whether a prisoner's complaint removed from state court is subject to screening under 28 U.S.C. §

1915A.



2. Whether the defendant's deadline to answer or otherwise respond should be stayed pending completion

of the federal screening process.

HOLDINGS

1. A prisoner's complaint seeking redress from a governmental entity or a governmental officer or
employee is subject to screening under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A even when the action was removed from state

court.

2. The defendant's deadline to answer or otherwise respond to the complaint is stayed pending further order
of the court.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The Court shall review . . . as soon as practical after docketing, a complaint in a civil action in which a
prisoner seeks redress from a governmental entity or officer or employee of a governmental entity.”

(Memorandum and Order, at 1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff was incarcerated at the Saline County Jail in Salina, Kansas. He filed the action in state court, and the
action was removed to the District of Kansas. The complaint sought redress from a governmental entity or an

officer or employee of a governmental entity.
PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff filed the action on January 13, 2026, in the District Court of Saline County, Kansas. The matter was
removed to federal court on February 6, 2026, under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1441 and 1446. Because Plaintiff was
incarcerated and sought redress from a governmental entity or governmental officer or employee, the court
determined that the complaint was subject to screening under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A and stayed Defendant's answer

deadline pending screening.

DISPOSITION

other

CASES CITED

e Crosby v. U.S. Attorney's Office, 2020 WL 1271825, at *3 (D. Kan. 2020)

King v. Hill, 2022 WL 1185124, at *3 (S.D. IIL. 2022)

Biron v. Carvajal, 2021 WL 3047250, at *35 (D. Minn. 2021)

Johnson v. Bedwell, 2017 WL 4539918, at *1 (S.D. Ind. 2017)

Retrieved from lawtools.ai - https://lawtools.ai/cases/state/united-states-district-court-for-the-district-of-kansas-united-states-district-court-

for-the-distric/2026/allen-dean-washburn-v-tina-miller-yk5br2g0



