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SUMMARY

The Wyoming Supreme Court affirmed summary judgment requiring Continental Western Insurance
Company to provide coverage under omnibus clauses for claims arising from James Black's trailer
accident. The court held that, under the parties' agreement, Keizer remained the owner of the trailer
and Black used it with Keizer's permission, so Black qualified as an insured.
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STANDARD OF REVIEW Summary judgment in a declaratory judgment action is reviewed de
novo, using the same materials and standards as the district court.
Contract interpretation and the determination of whether a contract is
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exists and the moving party is entitled to judgment as a matter of law.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Keizer remained the owner of the trailer for purposes of the omnibus clauses despite the parties'
purchase agreement and promissory note.

2. Whether Black was using the trailer with Keizer's permission.

3. Whether the transaction was a conditional sale under Iowa law.

4. Whether Iowa's owner-consent statute supplied the meaning of 'own' in the insurance policies.

HOLDINGS

1. Keizer remained the owner of the trailer because the Purchase Agreement expressly stated that Keizer
would remain owner until the trailers were paid for in full, and the purchase price had not been fully
paid when the accident occurred.

2. Black was using the trailer with Keizer's permission because Keizer retained ownership and Black's
possession and use therefore rested on permission rather than on ownership.

3. The transaction was not a conditional sale under Iowa law; it was neither a completed sale nor a
conditional sale.

4. Iowa's owner-consent statute did not supply the definition of 'own' in the policies because the statute did
not govern insurance contracts, did not conflict with the policies, and did not apply to trailers.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The transaction between Keizer and Mr. Black was neither a completed sale nor a conditional sale. Keizer
therefore retained ownership of the trailers, and Mr. Black's use of the trailers was with Keizer's permission,
making coverage available under the omnibus clauses of Keizer's CWIC policies.” (¶ 138)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Keizer Trailer Sales sold James Black three refrigerated trailers under an agreement stating that the transaction
was a lease to purchase and that Keizer would remain the owner until the trailers were paid for in full. Black
took possession, but the trailers remained titled and registered in Keizer's name, and Keizer continued to pay for
license plates and insurance coverage. Before the purchase price was fully paid, Black was operating one of the
trailers when it was involved in an accident that resulted in personal injuries and a death. CWIC sought to deny
coverage under omnibus clauses extending coverage to anyone using a covered auto owned by Keizer with
Keizer's permission.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

After Black was involved in an accident while operating a trailer purchased from Keizer, wrongful-death and
negligence claims were filed against Black and his business. CWIC sought a declaration that Black was not
insured under the policies. The district court found no disputed material facts, concluded that Keizer retained



ownership and that Black used the trailer with Keizer's permission, and entered summary judgment for the
defendants. The Wyoming Supreme Court affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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