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SUMMARY

The Wyoming Supreme Court affirmed summary judgment for Jackson Hole Community Radio, Inc.
in James Tallichet’s claims seeking repayment of funds he alleged were loans to the nonprofit radio
station. The court held that the statute of frauds barred the breach-of-implied-contract claim because
the alleged oral loan agreement was not sufficiently definite and no exception for partial or full
performance applied. The court held that the statute of frauds does not bar unjust enrichment claims in
Wyoming but concluded Tallichet failed to show that JHCR was reasonably notified, when the funds
were conveyed, that he expected repayment.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the district court erred in granting summary judgment against Tallichet on his breach-of-
implied-contract claim based on the statute of frauds.

2. Whether the district court erred in granting summary judgment against Tallichet on his unjust-
enrichment claim.

HOLDINGS

1. The alleged oral loan agreement fell within Wyoming's statute of frauds and could not support Tallichet's
breach-of-implied-contract claim because it lacked a writing and the alleged agreement's essential terms
were not sufficiently definite.

2. Tallichet failed to establish the partial- or full-performance exception because the alleged oral loan
agreement was not just and certain.

3. The statute of frauds does not bar an unjust-enrichment claim in Wyoming.

4. Tallichet failed to establish the fourth element of unjust enrichment because the circumstances did not
reasonably notify JHCR, when it received the contributions, that Tallichet expected repayment.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“It is well established that courts do not have the power to supply indefinite terms.” (¶ 22)

“For these reasons, we continue to hold that the statute of frauds does not bar unjust enrichment claims in
Wyoming.” (¶ 31)

“We cannot accept that JHCR was on notice that repayment was expected where Mr. Tallichet: (1) started
giving money to JHCR without Board notice; (2) admits he accepted the money as a “loan” on the station’s
behalf; and (3) offers no evidence that JHCR or its Board were aware of the station’s subsequent tax filings
until after his $81,848 withdrawal in 2015.” (¶ 40)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

James Tallichet founded and operated Jackson Hole Community Radio, Inc., serving as its president and a board
member. Between approximately 2007 and 2015, he transferred substantial sums to JHCR, later claiming the
transfers were loans totaling $219,685. Although JHCR's tax filings characterized the contributions as a loan,



there was no written loan agreement, no evidence of board approval, and no evidence the board reviewed the
filings before Tallichet's departure. Tallichet eventually paid himself $81,848 from station funds as a purported
repayment, after which the board disputed the debt.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Tallichet sued JHCR in 2023, alleging breach of implied contract, equitable mortgage, and unjust enrichment
based on money he claimed to have loaned to JHCR. The district court denied JHCR's motion to dismiss, then
granted JHCR's motion for summary judgment and denied Tallichet's cross-motion, concluding the implied-
contract and unjust-enrichment claims were barred by the statute of frauds. Tallichet appealed; he did not
challenge the ruling on his equitable-mortgage claim.
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