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SUMMARY

The Louisiana Third Circuit Court of Appeal considered whether an Alabama divorce and custody

judgment should be made executory in Louisiana. The court held that res judicata and law-of-the-case

principles barred relitigation of Alabama's jurisdiction over the custody dispute, reversed the Louisiana

trial court's judgment, and remanded for further proceedings.
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Mason Wayne Morris appealed from the Rapides Parish district court's
denial and dismissal of his petition to make an Alabama divorce and

custody decree executory in Louisiana.

The opinion applies legal doctrines concerning res judicata, law of the
case, final judgments, and appellate divestiture of trial-court
jurisdiction; no separately stated standard of review appears.
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1. Whether the Alabama court's final judgment determining that Alabama had subject matter jurisdiction

barred Jasmine under res judicata from relitigating jurisdiction in Louisiana.

2. Whether the prior Third Circuit decision holding that Alabama had exclusive, continuing custody

jurisdiction constituted law of the case and barred reconsideration of that issue.

3. Whether the Louisiana trial court erred by denying Mason's petition to make the Alabama divorce and

custody decree executory after the prior appellate decision became final.

HOLDINGS

1. Res judicata applies to the Alabama judgment determining that Alabama had subject matter jurisdiction
and bars Jasmine from raising the same jurisdictional issue in subsequent proceedings between the

parties concerning Madeline's custody.

2. The law-of-the-case doctrine barred the trial court from reconsidering whether Alabama had exclusive,
continuing jurisdiction over the custody dispute after the Third Circuit decided that issue in the prior

appeal.

3. The Louisiana trial court erred in denying Mason's petition to make the Alabama divorce and custody
decree executory because the final appellate determination of Alabama's exclusive, continuing

jurisdiction could not be modified, revised, or reversed by the trial court.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“One trial of an issue is enough.” (8)

“the general rule [is] that a judgment is entitled to full faith and credit—even as to questions of jurisdiction—
when the second court’s inquiry discloses that those questions have been fully and fairly litigated and finally

decided in the court which rendered the original judgment.” (9)

“Once a final judgment acquires the authority of thing adjudged, no court has jurisdiction, in the sense of
power and authority, to modify, revise, or reverse the judgment, regardless of the magnitude of the error in the
final judgment.” (12)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Mason and Jasmine Morris are the parents of Madeline Morris, whose custody was disputed between Louisiana
and Alabama. After the parties separated, Mason filed for divorce and custody in DeKalb County, Alabama, and
the Alabama court denied Jasmine's motion to dismiss for lack of subject matter jurisdiction after hearing
evidence concerning Madeline's residence and time spent in Alabama. The Alabama court then entered a divorce
judgment awarding Mason sole legal and physical custody, and Jasmine did not appeal either the jurisdiction
ruling or the final custody judgment. Louisiana courts later addressed the competing jurisdictional claims, and

the Third Circuit held in a prior appeal that Alabama had exclusive, continuing jurisdiction.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Mason obtained an Alabama divorce and custody judgment after the Alabama circuit court denied Jasmine's

motion to dismiss for lack of subject matter jurisdiction. Mason petitioned in Louisiana to make the Alabama



judgment executory. The Louisiana trial court initially found Alabama had subject matter jurisdiction, but while
a related appeal was pending it later issued reasons and a judgment finding that Alabama lacked jurisdiction and
denying Mason's enforcement petition. After denying Mason's motion for new trial, the trial court's judgment

was appealed. The Third Circuit reversed and remanded.
DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The matter is remanded to the trial court for further proceedings consistent with the opinion, including
proceedings consistent with the determination that Alabama has exclusive, continuing jurisdiction and that

Mason's Alabama divorce and custody decree should be made executory in Louisiana.
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