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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Texas held that Texas Health and Safety Code section 321.003, concerning
violations of the patient's bill of rights, did not clearly and unambiguously waive the State's sovereign
immunity from suit. The court reversed the court of appeals and dismissed the plaintiff's wrongful-
death and survival claims against Wichita Falls State Hospital for want of jurisdiction.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Texas Health and Safety Code section 321.003 clearly and unambiguously waives the State's
sovereign immunity from suit for violations of the patient's bill of rights.

2. Whether the incorporation of the definition of "mental health facility" from section 571.003 into chapter
321 constitutes a waiver of sovereign immunity for claims against state-operated mental health facilities.

3. Whether the Hospital's plea to the jurisdiction should be granted and Taylor's claims dismissed for want
of jurisdiction.

HOLDINGS

1. Section 321.003 does not clearly and unambiguously waive the State's sovereign immunity from suit.
The phrase permitting a harmed person to sue a mental health facility, together with the incorporated
definition that includes state-operated facilities, is insufficient to establish an unmistakable legislative
consent to suit against the State.

2. Because the State retained sovereign immunity from suit, the Hospital's jurisdictional challenge must be
sustained and Taylor's claims dismissed for want of jurisdiction.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“It is settled in Texas that for the Legislature to waive the State's sovereign immunity, a statute or resolution
must contain a clear and unambiguous expression of the Legislature's waiver of immunity.” (106 S.W.3d at
696)

“The statute's ambiguity precludes our finding an unmistakable Legislative intent to waive sovereign
immunity.” (106 S.W.3d at 701)

“For the foregoing reasons, we reverse the court of appeals' judgment and dismiss Taylor's claims for want of
jurisdiction.” (106 S.W.3d at 702)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Terry Lynn Taylor was involuntarily committed to Wichita Falls State Hospital for severe mental illness. He was
discharged four days later after treatment by a hospital psychiatrist and committed suicide that same day. His
wife, Deborah Taylor, alleged that negligent diagnosis and treatment and violations of the patient's bill of rights
proximately caused his death.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Deborah Taylor sued Wichita Falls State Hospital and Dr. Peter Fadow for wrongful death and survival claims
arising from Terry Lynn Taylor's suicide after discharge from the hospital. The Hospital moved to dismiss for
want of jurisdiction based on sovereign immunity, but the trial court denied the plea. A divided court of appeals
affirmed, and the Supreme Court of Texas granted review to decide whether section 321.003 waived the State's
sovereign immunity.

DISPOSITION



reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The court reversed the court of appeals' judgment and directed dismissal of Taylor's claims for want of
jurisdiction. The opinion does not state a remand to the trial court, so the disposition is more precisely a reversal
followed by dismissal.
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